Egypt to demand war reparations from Iraq 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt said on Monday h would ask Iraq to pay reparations for 
revenue lost as a result of its invasion of Kuwait. Information Minister Safw&l 
Sharif said after a cabinet session the request, based on U.N. resolutions 
calling on Baghdad to pay compensation for the invasion, would be sent to die 
Security Council. Iraq has accepted all 13 U-N. resolutions on the Gulf crisis 
since allied forces, including Egyptian troops, drove its army from Kuwait last 
week. The minister, quoted by the Egyptian News Agency MENA, said the 
invasion had cost Egypt _ revenue from tourism and its national airfinc- 
E gyp bans working in Iraq had also not been paid. Egypt, the most popuiois 
Arab state, had some two million citizens working in Iraq and 150,000 in 
Kuwait at the time of the Aug. 2 invasion of the emirate. It has said the war 
cost it billions of dollars. 



Saddam is spirit of Arab resistance - Ghozafi 

PARIS (R) — Algerian Foreign Minuter Sid Ahmad Ghozali praised Iraq 
and President Saddam Hussein on Monday, saying they represented the 
spirit of resistance against forces seeking to bring Arabs to their knees, 
“Iraq and Saddam incarante. from now on. the spirit of resistance and the 
rejection of a desire to bring Arabs to their knees." Ghozali told the 
Frensh daily Le Figaro in an interview. Algeria, where public opinion was 
massively pro-Iraqi during the Gulf war which ended last week, has 
criticised the invasion of Kuwait but accused the U.S.-led coalition of 
trying to destroy Iraq. Ghozali accused the Western media of brain- 
washing public opinion to win support for the coalition and its fight to 
drive Iraq from Kuwait. The Algerian minister said he did not believe in 
Washington's new world order. "What we believe and fear is that we are 
entering an era of new world disorder," he said. The emergence of the 
United States as the world's sole superpower was dangerous. Ghozali 
said. “We fear the destruction of the Soviet Union, which has not been 
compensated for by increased European strength and which leaves a 
single country in charge of the planet's a {fairs, brings the same risks as 
those which exist in a country where there is no opposition." he said- 
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Iraq releases lO PoWs, 
allies to reciprocate today 


Iraq pardons deserters, starts 
battle for reconstruction 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE FIRST concrete signals of a 
Gulf peace were ushered Monday 
when Iraq released 10 allied pris- 
oners of war and the U.S. said it 
would release 300 PoWs Tues- 
day. 

The 10 allied PoWs drove to 
freedom in Jordan on Monday 
and the U.S. ambassador re- 
ported they had been well treated 
in Iraq. 

A senior Jordanian govern- 
ment official said the PoWs. in- 
cluding American woman soldier 
Melissa Anne Rathbun-Nealy, 
20, flew from the border by heli- 
copter to Amm an airport en 
route to Bahrain. 

They would go home after 
being debriefed in Bahrain, he 
said, adding that plans to take 
them to an army hospital for 
checks were apparently dropped 
because they appeared to be in 
good shape. 

Witnesses said the 10 looked 
healthy although one, an Amer- 
ican, had his right arm in a sling. 

“He had fractured his arm 


Combined agency dispatches 

FIERCE fighting reported Mon- 
day in the southern Iraqi city of 
Basra between units of the Re- 
publican Guard and opponents of 

pyrsjdom Saddam Kosseia, in- 
cluding soldiers arriving from 
Kuwait, while the second-highest 
official on Iraq's ruling 'Revolu- 
tionary Command Council called 
on a group of local and military 
officials to remain loyal to Presi- 
dent Husseiu- 

Izzat Ibrahim, RCC deputy 
chairman, asked the officials to 
rise to the “major challenges” 
facing the Iraqi regime. 

Radio Baghdad, monitored in 
Nicosia, reported Ibrahim as 
saying: “Comrades, you must 
raise your awareness and deter- 
mination to the level that corres- 
ponds to the requirements of the 
phase of major challenges in- 


while ejecting from his plane,” 
the U.S. Ambassador to Jordan, 
Roger Harrison, told reporters. 

“They said the treatment was 
good and improved in the last few 
weeks. They did not talk about 
physical abuse.” 

The PoWs were freed within 24 
hours of Iraqi generals accepting 
allies terms for a ceasefire in the 
six-week Gulf war. The PoWs 
travelled for seven hoars in an 


SAFWAN, Iraq (AP) — Here are 
key terms worked out Sunday 
between allied and Iraqi military 
commanders for a permanent 
end to fighting in the Gulf war: 
— Release of prisoners, in- 

rihtdhig Iwith miKtar y and riv lKwi 

captives of all nationalities, to be 
worked out with the Internation- 
al Red Cross and with an im- 
mediate “symbolic release.” 

— Identification by Iraq of the 
location of aO mines and booby 
traps in Knwah and in the Gulf- 


order to keep the fire of the 
revolution glowing, keep Iraq 
proud- and in order to keep the 
palm trees of Iraq towering, 
keeps its water fresh, keep its sun 


ICRC convoy from Baghdad. 

They were handed to Werner 
Kaspar, chief delegate of the 
International Committee of tile 
Red Cross (ICRC) in Jordan, at 

Treibeel on die Jordanian-Iraqi 
border. 

Kaspar band**! the PoWs over 
to diplomats at the nearby 
Ruweished air base, 280 
kilometres east of Amman. They 
refused to talk to reporters at the 


Some information was turned 
over at the meeting. 

— Procedures for keeping Ira- 
qi and allied forces separate In 
occupied Iraq to avoid further 
dashes. 

— Alfred withdrawal of afl 
troops from Iraq when, but not 
before, a permanent cease fire is 
agreed upon and Iraq complies 
with aO pertinent U.N. resolu- 
tions, indoding rescinding its 
annexation of Kuwait and 


shakeable, and to keep its women 
dignified.” 

The radio (fid not say to what 
specific challenges Ibrahim refer- 
red. 

But reports from the southern 


base. 

The 10 arrived wearing bright 
yellow overalls with the letters 
P.W. on front and back. They 
changed into grey-fleeced sweat- 
suits before boarding two heli- 
copters. 

Rathbun-Nealy had her blonde 
hair tied in a pony tail. Some 
PoWs hid their faces from cam- 
eramen. 

According to the ICRC, the 10 
included six Americans, three 
Britons and one Italian. 

Allied forces have said they 
will release 300 Iraqi PoWs on 
Tuesday in response to the Iraqi 
gesture. 

Andreas Wigger, the chief Red 
Cross delegate in Baghdad, said, 
the first batch of allied prisoners 
of war was only made as a good- 
will gesture by the Iraqis and they 
have to work out plans for repat- 
riation of the rest of them.” 

The allies have said at least 13 
allied prisoners, all men and in- 
cluding nine Americans, two Bri- 
tons, an Italian and a Kuwaiti, 


port dty Basra and other south- 
ern towns indicated growing civil 
unrest and demonstrations 
against Saddam. Witnesses on 
Monday in Safwan said Iraq's 
Republican Guard had launched 
a fierce crackdown on a rebellion. 

■ Explosions were lieard on 
Monday in Basra and. refugees 
were reported fleeing across the 
border to Iran. 

The radio said Ibrahim's re- 
marks were made at a meeting 
attended by governors of Wasit 
and Maysan, the secretaries of 
regional Baath Party branches, 
the commander of the 1st army 
corps and officials in charge of 
internal security in the two pro- 
vinces. 

He said: “Fairness, honour and 
manliness require ns as Iraqis to 
express our loyalty' to, and deep 
belief in this great glory and 


PLO 
cannot 
be ignored- 
Izzeddin 

AMMAN (AFP) — Those who 
intend to settle the Palestine issue 
can by no means ignore the role 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation Minister of Information 
Ibrahim Izzeddin said Monday. 

“It is impossible to imagine a 
scenario without the PLO. the 
representative of the Palestinian 
people who live in and outside 
the Israeli-occupied Arab terri- 
tories,” Izzeddin said in a state- 
ment to the press Monday. 

In reply to a question about 
Jordan’s future role, Izzeddin 
said: “Jordan’s role cannot be 
overlooked for geographic, de- 
mographic and historic considera- 
tions, and because Jordan is now 
considered as the only democratic 
nation in the Arab region.” 

White House chief of staff John 
Sununu had said Sunday that 
Jordan's stand during the Gulf 
crisis was disappointing, but 
Izzeddin noted that Jordan was 
“a very important player in Arab 
World affairs.” 

With regard to the Palestine 
question, the minister said that 
things have to be placed in their 
proper perspective. “Anyone 
who showed concern over the 
Palestine issue over the recent 
years, musi have realised that he 
cannot ignore the PLO because 
such a move would serve as a 
wrong beginning or a new Camp 
David which will be opposed by 
the Pales tinians ,” the minis ter 

said. 

“Those trying to settle the 
Palestine issue, have to begin first 
by responding to the desires of 
the Palestinians and we have all 
reasons to. believe that the the 
PLO stiil represents the Palesti- 
nian people everywhere,” the 
minister noted. 

“More and above we have two 
Security Council resolutions, 242 
and 338, which clearly provide for 
Israeli withdrawal from the Arab 
territories occupied since 1967,” 
the minister added. 

He said: “Over the past few 
months, we have witnessed a 
process by which UN resolutions 
can be implemented, and now we 
expect the five permanent nations 
at the Security Council, not only 
the United States, to show us how 
they would implement these two 
I resolutions." 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said it was pardoning army deser- 
ters, draft dodgers and soldiers 
who had gone absent without 
leave, state Radio Baghdad re- 
ported Monday. 

Deserters in Iraq would nor- 
mally free execution. 

The radio quoted a statement 
by the Revolutionary Command 
Council (RCC) — Iraq's highest 
executive body headed by Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein’ — as 
saying those pardoned had a 
week to report to their units. 

The decision came four days 
after an informal ceasefire ended 
the Gulf war which pined Iraq 
against forces from 28 nations led 
by the United States. 

The RCC said it was under- 
standable that some may have 
failed to respond to reserve cal- 
lups and field service because of 
the “disruption of bridges and 
roads under the circumstances of 
war... and in view of administra- 


KUWAJT CITY (Agencies) — 
Kuwait's government-in-exile, 
headed by Crown Prince Saad A1 
Sabah, returned Monday from 
seven months of exile in Saudi 
Arabia to a country wrecked by 
war and still clearing out pockets 
of Iraqi resistance. 

Dressed in flowing robes trim- 
med with Gold, the prince drop- 
ped to his knees in prayer mo- 
ments after stepping from a Saudi 
Arabian C-130 military transport. 

“Very, very happy indeed to be 
back borne.” the prince said, 
waving to well-wishers' who dap- 
ped hands above their heads. He 
hugged Kuwaiti dignitaries wait- 
ing on the tarmac. 

A government spokesman said 
virtually all 22 government minis- 
ters had returned to Kuwait, but 
no date has been announced for 
the arrival of emir Jaber AJ 
Sabah, the country's ruler. 

Abdul Rahman A1 Awadi, a 
senior cabinet minister, told re- 
porters that security had to be 
ensured before the emir could 
return. “The place is not safe, the 
streets are not safe, there are so 
many munitions,” he said. 

Small numbers of Iraqi sol- 
diers. probably trapped by the 
swift allied drive on the dty, have 


tive and transport difficulties." 

But it said those problems were 
being remedied and deserters and 
absentees should report to their 
units. 

The allies say Iraqi comman- 
ders agreed in talks held on Sun- 
day to their terms for a perma- 
nent ceasefire. 

’ Iraq, whose forces have been 
driven out of Kuwait, last week 
discharged from active service 
reservists born between 1953 and 
1956. 

Allied commanders said their 
forces routed Iraq's estimated 
550,000 men in and around 
Kuwait, captured by Baghdad in 
a lighting attack on Aug. 2. 

Iraq, however, says the war 
gave Baghdad a moral victory 
and that it was the outstanding 
fighting performance of its forces 
that made U.S. President George 
Bush suspend hostilities last 
Thursday. 

Iraq had a pre-Gulf war army 


been rooted out in recent days. 
There also is some concern about 
dashes between Kuwaitis and mem- 
bers of the large Palestinian com- 
munity. 

“We hope of course that this 
will be the start of a new era to 
rebuild Kuwait,” Abdul Rahman 
said shortly before the crown 
prince flew into Kuwait’s interna- 
tional airport from Dhahran in 
northeastern Saudi Arabia. 

The airport, taken over by 
allied forces, was closed to the 
public and Kuwaiti citizens were 
not informed of the prince’s re- 
turn for security reasons. The 
prince will make a public appear- 
ance at a later date, the minister 
..said. 

On hand to greet the returning 
Kuwaiti delegation were ambas- 
sadors or other diplomatic repre- 
sentatives of the United Slates. 
United Kingdom, ItaJy, france. 
Saudi Arabia and Canada. 

U.S. Ambassador Edward W. 
Gnehm said he told the prince in 
Arabic: “Welcome home and a 
thousand congratulations.*' The 
prince in turn thanked the United 
States, U.S. President George 
Busb and the ambassador for 
helping to liberate Kuwait. 

“He’s the symbol of Kuwait 


of one million regulars and reset-' 
vists. The allies say they captured 
at least 63.000 Iraqi soldiers dur- 
ing the war. 

Iraq also urged its nationals to 
join in the “battle for reconstruc- 
tion" following the six-week Gulf 
war which destroyed much of the 
country's infrastructure. 

And nervous Iraqis feared a 
de-facto ceasefire had collapsed 
when allied warplanes broke the 
sound barrier over Baghdad. 

Residents said they heard at 
least four “explosions'' early 
Monday. 

One of them was so powerful 
that it shook the windows of the 
Rashid Hotel, headquarters tor 
the foreign press corps in Bagh- 
dad. 

An Iraqi military spokesman 
said three booms were caused by 
“hostile aircraft” overflying 
Baghdad and other areas in Iraq. 


and that makes this a very impor- 
tant occasion," the ambassador 
said. 

Abdul Rahman said he was 
uncertain where the crown prince 
would live since the emir's palace 
and many villas belonging to the 
royal family had been destroyed 
or badly damaged by Iraqi sol- 
diers. 

Kuwaiti authorities have stres- 
sed that the emir's absence nearly 
one week after the capital's li- 
beration was neither unusual nor 
resented by the population. 

None among the scores of resi- 
dents interviewed in recent days 
have expressed dismay over the 
delay and there have been ho 
public calls for the ouster of the 
ruling family, which suspended 
parliament in 1986. 

Although power rested square- 
ly in the hands of the royals. 
Kuwait was regarded as a re- 
latively moderate slate among the 
Gulf nations with no record of 
repression of political dissidents. 

But many Kuwaitis, especially 
members of the underground, 
have called for greater democracy 
in their country and for the re- 
moval of some reportedly incom- 
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rising, keep its mountains on- 


‘U.S. troops landed on highway’ 

tsAGHDAD (R) — Iraq protested to die United Nations 
Monday that belt copter-borne U.S. troops landed on the main 
highway to Jordan at the weekend, 160 kilometres from Baghdad. 

Foreign Minister Tareq Aziz made the complaint in a letter to 
the U.N. Security Council reported by Baghdad Radio. 

He said six helicopters were involved in the landing on Saturday 
but he gave no other details. He did not say what the troops did or 
how long they stayed. 

Aziz also protested that U.S. jets broke the sound barrier over 
Baghdad and other cities on Monday, “terrorising” the. public 
with the noise. 

“These actions contradict ' the agreement in Safwan and 
constitute sheer unjustified provocation.” he said, asking the 
Security Council to put a stop to it. 


agreeing to pay war damages. 
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• Fierce fighting reported in southern Iraq 

Ibrahim urges loyalty for Saddam 


Terms of military agreement 
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Kuwaiti leaders return home 


Syria, Egypt, GCC talk In Damascus today 


UNRWA protests Israeli 


GCC calls for elimination of 
mass destruction weapons 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (Agen- 
cies) — Foreign ministers of the 
Saudi Arabian-led Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) called 
Monday for elimination of 
weapons of mass destruction 
from the Middle East. 

Outlining their post-war policy, 
the ministers of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates 
said it was necessary to eliminate 
nuclear, chemical and biological 
arms. 

The ministers said in a com- 
munique at the end of a two-day 
meeting that they, along with 
Syria and Egypt, are developing 
“the nucleus” of a new Arab 
post-war framework for political, 
economic and security arrange- 
ments. 


The communique stressed sup- 
port for Iraq's territorial integri- 
ty, but condemned Iraq’s lead- 
ership and held it responsible for 
all the losses suffered by Kuwait 
during seven months of occupa- 
tion. 

“The council affirms its com- 
plete keenness about the unity 
and regional safety of Iraqi terri- 
tory and its support for the Iraqi 
people in their moment of trial 
brought about by the Iraqi reg- 
ime,” said the communique. 

The ministers called for imple- 
mentation of the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions related to 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait and the 
release of afl civilian detainees 
captured in. Kuwait by the Iraqi 
occupation forces. 

Kuwaiti officials have esti- 


mated that 33.000 Kuwaitis are 
missing and have also estimated it 
would take them five years and 
5200 billion to offset the damage 
of the occupation period. 

The communique condemned 
the Iraqi regime for the “killing, 
torture and oppression” of the 
inhabitants of Kuwait under 
occupation as well as “premedi- 
tated burning and looting of its oil 
wells and oil establishments, des- 
truction of the facets of its human 
.and environmental life, and the 
plundering of public and private 
property.” 

The council called for con- 
tinued trade sanctions on Iraq 
until it annulled its annexation of 
Kuwait and until the issues of 
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Arafat fears for Palestinians in 
Kuwait; Saudis support cause 


LONDON (R) — PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat has said he fears 
Palestinians may be massacred in 
Kuwait as they were in. Lebanon’s 
$a bra and Sbatiia refugee camps 
in 1982. 

"Another Sabra-Shatila awaits 
the Palestinians in Kuwait.. I 
place the entire responsibility for 
their fate on the West and the 
U.S. administration,” said Arafat 
in an interview published on 
Monday in Britain’s Guardian 
newspaper. 

Arafat, chairman of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation, was 
sympathetic towards Iraq during 
the conflict. Kuwaitis accuse 
some Palestinians of collaborat- 
ing with Iraqi occupying forces in 


Kuwait, and a wave of reprisals is 
feared. 

Several hundred Palestinians in 
Beirut’s Sabra and Shatfla camps 
were killed by Israeli-backed 
Lebanese Christian milit iamen in 
1982 after Israel occupied parts of 
Beirut. 

Araf a t told the Guardian the 
Gulf war would be seen as “a 
stain on the history of the West.” 

“The Americans had taken a 
decision even before the Gulf 
crisis and that decision was to 
strike at Iraq... the aim was not to 
save Kuwait but to destroy Iraq.” 
he said. 

He denied the war had 
weakened the PLO. "Quite the 
reverse. It has shown that the 


prime-cause in the Middle East is 
the Palestinian one.” 

Britain’s foreign office said it 
was studying seriously reports 
from Kuwait of reprisals against 
Palestinians suspected * of col- 
laborating with the Iraqi occu- 
piers although it had no indepen- 
dent confirmation of the reports. 

“We have urged the Kuwaiti 
authorities at a high level to 
ensure that law and order are' 
restored and avoid a witch-hunt 
of suspected collaborators,” a 
spokesman said. 

Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, has 
said it would continue to support 
the Palestinian cause, but de- 
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2nd assault on staffer 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) com- 
plained Monday that Israeli sol- 
diers had abused an international 
staffer in the second incident in 
less than two weeks. 

Sandro Toed, spokesman for 
UNRWA, which aids Palestinian 
refugees, said Israeli soldiers on* 
Sunday insulted and assaulted an 
UNRWA staffer on assignment 
in the Nur Shams refugee camp in 
the occupied West Bank. 

“A soldier approached the win- 
dow of his car and said ‘get out of 
tins camp or Til break your car',” 
Tucci said. 

He said the UNRWA staffer 
demanded to know if the army 
had declared the camp a'“closed 
military zone,” which would pro- 
hibit outsiders from entering. 
Another soldier approached the 


car and punched the staffer in the 
face, splitting his lip and knock- 
ing out a tooth, Tucci said. The 
staffer’s name and nationality 
were not released. 

On Feb. 22 an international 
staffer of UNRWA was grabbed 
and kicked in the groin by a 
soldier in the West Bank's Kalan- 
dia refugee camp. 

Tucci said formal complaints 
would be filed in Vienna and in 
Israel. 

“We cannot tolerate this,” 
Tucci said. “U.N. personnel are 
international personnel with di- 
plomatic immunity working in the 
camps by Israeli agreement and 
should te respected.” 

The army spokesman’s office 
said it had no reports of the latest 
incident but was checking. 


U.N. aid mission to leave 
for Iraq, Kuwait 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 

United Nations mission to assess 

humanitarian needs in Iraq and 
Kuwait could leave for the area 
on Wednesday or Thursday, 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Monday. 

Plans to send the mission, rep- 
resenting a number of U.N. agen- 
cies and headed by Under Secret- 
ary General Martti Ahtisaari, 
were announced last Friday. This 
followed a visit to Baghdad last 
month by representatives of the 
World Health Organisation and 
the U.N. Children’s Fund who 
described a growing threat of 
disease and hunger. 

Asked when humanitarian 
assistance would reach Iraq, 
Perez de Cuellar told reporters: 
“I hope they (the members of the 
U.N team) amid leave perhaps 


on Wednesday or Thursday.” 

He added: “We are very happy- 
that we are working in a coordin- 
ated manner with the Security 
Council and trying to help from 
the humanitarian point of view as 
much as possible.” 

The President of the council 
issued a statement on Sunday 
welcoming plans to send the 
Ahtisaari mission and urging a 
council committee that monitors 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq .to 
continue to act promptly on re- 
quests for humanitarian assist- 
ance. 

The Security Council on Sun- 
day committed itself toexpediting 
humanitarian aid to Iraq but the 
United States and its allies defe- 
ated an attempt to relax the 
stringent U.N. trade embargo for 
basic civilian needs. 


New regional order explored 

Bush, Mitterrand plan summit; 
EC troika to start Mideast tour 


Combined agency .dispatches 

PRESIDENT George Bush has 
started planning a series of meet- 
ings with fellow allied leaders as 
he weighs the challenge of secur- 
ing peace in the postwar Middle 
East, a government official said 
Monday. 

Bush already has invited 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand to a one-on-one meeting 
to discuss postwar policy in the 
Gulf. French Minister Roland 
Dumas said in Paris. 

The White House acknow- 
ledged a Busb-Mitterrand summit 
is being considered, but spokes- 
man Martin Fitzwater said it is 
not yet definite. 

Sources in Paris said the sum- 
mit would probably take place in 
mid-March in the Antilles, a 
Caribbean island chain that in- 
cludes the French islands of Mar- 
tinique and Guadeloupe. 

An administration official, who 
asked not to be identified, said 
Bush is “looking at getting 
together with a number of the 
allies” in separate meetings. 

Secretary of State James Baker 
Wednesday embarks on a post- 
war diplomatic mission to allied 
capitals in the Middle East as well 
as the Soviet Union. 

U.S. officials said Sunday they 
can live with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein still in charge in 
Baghdad, but that Iraq can ex- 
pect harsher peace terms if he 
does not surrender power. 

Baker said that “as far as we 
know," Saddam js still in control 
in Iraq, despite unrest reported in 
Basra and other cities. 

A team of European Commun- 


ity foreign ministers will visit the 
Middle East this week for talks 
with regional leaders on pros- 
pects of building stability there 
after the Gulf war. 

Diplomats said the Italian, 
Luxembourg and Dutch foreign 
ministers, representing the past, 
present and next holders of the 
EC's rotating presidency, would 
go to Damascus on Wednesday 
for talks which were first sche- 
duled before the ground offensive 
brought the war to a swift close. 

The EC team will meet their 
counterparts^ from Syria, Egypt 
and the six-nation Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council. 

On Thursday, Luxembourg 
Foreign Minister Jacques Poos 
and a representative from the 
European Community will go to 
Amman for further discussions. 

The so-called troika of three 
EC foreign ministers will visit Tel 
Aviv on Friday to meet Israeli 
leaders, and go on to Tripoli later 

the same day for talks with Libya 
and the North African Maghreb 
states. 

Their visit will coinride with 
the Middle East tour by Baker, 
who will vrisit Saudi Arabia, 
Egypt, Syria and Israel beginning 
Wednesday. 

‘Mitterrand backs regional 

Golf security (dan* 

Iran on Monday said that Mit- 
terrand backed its view that Gulf 
security should be the exclusive 
responsibility of countries in the 
region. 

The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said Mitterrand spelled 
out the French position Monday 
when he discussed the aftermath 
of the Gulf war by telephone with 


President Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

“Regional problems should be 
solved in the region and by coun- 
tries lying there." IRNA quoted 
Rafsanjani as saying. 

“Any plan to be dictated by 
outsiders is doomed to fail.” 

IRNA. received in Cyprus, 
said Mitterrand ' ... agreed and 
had said paragraph S of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 59S 
formed a “good basis" for a Gulf 
security structure. 

The paragraph asks U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar "to examine in con- 
sultation with Iran and Iraq and 
with other states of the region, 
measures to enhance the security 
and stability of the region." 

U.S. briefs NATO allies 

The United States briefed its 
NATO allies on the Gulf war 
military campaign and on plans to 
make the region secure and 
stable. 

A military report by Assistant 
Secretary of Defence Henry 
Rowen and other Pentagon offi- 
cials was “what a regularwatcher 
of CNN (television network) 
would already have seen from 
Pentagon briefings," a NATO 
official said. 

U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Raymond Seitz explained 
Washington's plans for “future 
political arrangements” hi -the 
Gulf to ambassadors from foe 
alliance’s other 15 members, a 
NATO press statement said. 

It gave no details, but NATO 
sources said this included a de- 
scription of Baker’s aims in Ks 
trip to the region this’ week; — - 


Soviets bidding to help lead 
post-war search for peace 


By Michael Putzel 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - The Soviet 
Union, promised a post-war role 
in Middle East diplomacy, is 
moving quickly to stake its claim 
before being left behind the 
countries in the coalition against 
Iraq. 

Hours after U.S. President 
George Bush ordered a ceasefire 
in the Gulf war, Soviet Foreign 
Minister Alexander A. Bessmert- 
nykh announced his govern- 
ment's intention to begin explor- 
ing a settlement of the Arab* 
Israeli conflict. The called it '‘the 
main source of instability, lack of 
trust and the continuing arms 
race in the region.” 

President Bush said Friday that 
the Soviets “have some good 
ideas" about how to achieve 
peace in the troubled region and 
that he would value their con- 
tribution. But he stopped short of 
offering the Kremlin a full part- 
nership. 

One analyst suggested the Un- 
ited States may be less anxious 
now than at the start of the war to 
give the Soviets a key role in 
forging the peace. 

John Hannah, a Soviet affairs 
expert at the Washington Insti- 
tute Near East Policy, said the 
overwhelming military victory 
gave the United States a credibil- 
ity in the Arab World it has never 
enjoyed. 

The Soviets, he said, have tra- 
ditionally sided with the Arabs 


Baghdad 

prelate 

accuses allies 


of genocide 


ROME (AP) — The Catholic 
patriarch of Baghdad, summoned 
by Pope John Paul Q to a special 
meeting about the Gulf war, Sun- 
day accused the allied coalition of 
genocide against the Iraqi people. 

The patriarch, Raphael I Bida- 
wid, spiritual leader of some 

650,000 Iraqi Catholics of the 
Chaldean rite, spoke to reporters 
after a prayer service in Rome's 
Santa Maria in Trastevere Basili- 
ca on the eve of the Vatican 
gathering. 


Pope John Paul last month 
called for the meeting of church 
leaders’ from countries involved 
in the war, including the Middle ; 
East and the West. 

“It wasn’t a war, it was a 
genocide” of the Iraqi people. 
Patriarch Bidawid told reporters. 
“These nations,” he said, refer- 
ring to the U.S.-led military 
front, “should feel pretty guilty. 
It was a vendetta, a shame for 
humanity.” 


Patriarch Bidawid, who has not 
been in Iraq since Jan. 13, 
claimed that the allied campaign 
caused 150,000 civilian deaths. 

“I believe Saddam Hussein 
acted in conscience, according to 
the interest of the Iraqi people. 
He’s a man who served his coun- 
try to the end- He might have 
been mistaken in his calculations, 
but, I repeat, he acted in consci- 
ence,” he said. 


Also attending the prayer ser- 
vice and summoned to the Vati- 
can meeting was the Roman 
Catholic patriarch of Jerusalem, 
Archbishop Michel Sabbah. Dur- 
ing the ceremony. Patriarch Sab- 
bah asked: “Now that there has 
been the war in the Gulf, what 
will follow — a more just peace 
or a desire for vendetta that will 
lead to an even bigger war?’’ 


Patriarch Sabbah and other 
church leaders at the prayer ser- 
vice indicated that the Palestinian 
problem will be one of the main 
points of discussion during en- 
counters with the Pope on Mon- 
day and Tuesday. 

The Pope, in his many appeals 
against the war, has urged the 
United States to participate in an 
international conference dealing 
with all the Middle East's prob- 
lems, including that of the 
Palestinians and of the future of 
Lebanon. 
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against the United States and 
Israel, and the United States was 
viewed with great suspicion as 
Israel’s patron. 

With a more sympathetic 
Soviet foreign policy under for- 
mer Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze, Washington 
wanted a to draw Moscow into 
the peace process because that 
would “make it easier for the 
Arabs to go along,” Mr. Hannah 
said. 


But he added that the Soviets' 
unsuccessful efforts to broker a 
ceasefire to head off the ground 
war raised old suspicions that the 
Kremlin was trying to undercut 
U.S. policy to preserve its own 
standing with the Arab states. 

Those suspicions can still be 
relieved, Mr. Hannah said, “But 
you may not need them (the 
Soviets) as much anymore.” 

At the end of January, two 
weeks into the air war against 
Iraq, Secretary of State James 
Baker and Mr. Bessmertnykh 
issued a statement at the close of 
talks in Washington expressing 
confidence the two superpowers 
could “make a substantial con- 
tribution to the achievement of 
a comprehensive settlement in 
the Middle East.” 


said: “The old policy was wrong, 
and we changed it.” 

‘‘It is our intention to have the 
Soviets involved in the Middle 
East,” he said. 

Mr. Bush, at his first news 
conference after the shooting 
stopped, said the Soviets “will be 
important players” in the search 
for peace in the Middle East. But 
he indicated he may want to 
confine their role to within the 
United Nations or some other 
limited framework. 


Saddam 
prays for 

martyrs 

of war 


He made clear the United 
States plans to take the lead- 
ership position, working with its 
coalition partners, with the Un- 
ited Nations and with individual 
countries in the region. 

As for the Soviets, the presi- 
dent said, "We'll try. very hard to 
work with them because they 
have some good ideas.” 

He told reporters he “never 
resented” President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s attempt to play indepen- 
dent . peacemaker, but added: 
“The trouble was it stopped well 
short of what we and the rest of 
the coalition could accept.” 


When Mr. Baker was asked 
later if that statement did not 
represent a departure from long- 
time U.S. efforts to keep the 
Soviets at arm's length from the 
Middle East peace process, he 


Nonetheless, Bush said he was 
pleased to have Soviet coopera- 
tion in the crisis rather than 
“what it would have been like a 
few years ago in the cold war 
when every American was abso- 
lutely convinced that the only 
thing the Soviets wanted (in the 
Middle East) was access to the 
warm water ports of the Gulf.” 


Gorbachev believed ground 
war unjustified — adviser 


NEW YORK (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev believed 
the differences between Iraq and 
the allies were not sufficient to 
justify a Gulf ground war, Mr. 
Gorbachev's personal adviser 
Yevgeni Primakov says in the 
latest issue of Time magazine. 

In a two-page article, Mr. Pri- 
makov outlined intense diploma- 
tic efforts made by Moscow to 
prevent the ground offensive 
launched by the U.S.-led military 
coalition at dawn on Feb. 24. 

He also described how he flew 
to Baghdad as Mr. Gorbachev's 
emissary and met Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein on Feb. 12. 

“We thought we would be 
taken to a bunker, perhaps far 
ont of Baghdad. But everything 
was much more prosaic. We were 
escorted to a guest house in the 
comer of die city. A power 
generator suddenly clicked on 
and the house was filled with 
light. Then Saddam Hussein 
appeared with the entire Iraqi 
leadership,’’ he said. 

Mr. Primakov said he later 
spoke to President Saddam 
alone, reminding him that politics 
was the art of the possible and 
telling him he should pull out of 
Kuwait as quickly as possible. 

Of Soviet attempts to urge Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait, which 
it invaded on Aug. 2, sparking 
the Gulf crisis, Mr. Primakov 



Mikhail Gorbachev 


wrote. 

“In Gorbachev's view the dif- 
ference between the formula to 


which Iraq had agreed and the 
proposals from a number of other 
countries were not so great that 
they. could not be worked out. in. 
the Security Council in one or 
two days,” Mr. Primakov said. 

“Certainly these differences 
were not so substantial that they 
justified a further escalation of 
the war," he added. 

“The Soviet U.N. representa- 
tive was instructed to request an 
emergency session of the Security 
Council. However, as dawn 
broke on Feb. 24, the ground 
offensive of the multinational 
coalition began,” be said. 

“Meanwhile, Gorbachev had a 
90-minute telephone conversa- 
tion with Bush, for which .1 was 
present. Bush expressed his 
appreciation for Gorbachev's 
efforts,” Mr. Primakov said. 


ISTANBUL (R) — Fistfights and 
scuffles forced the postponement 
Monday of a ruling Motherland 
Party poll contested by Turkish 
President Turgut Ozal’s wife. 

Newspapers said Semra Ozal, 
seeking to launch her own politic- 
al career as party leader in Istan- 
bul. swore to fight on after a party 
meeting dissolved into chaos in 
the early hours. 


U.S. woman pilot, 3 others 


killed in allied ’copter crash 


RIYADH (AP) — A woman 
pilot and three other soldiers 
were killed when the helicopter 
she piloted crashed in northern 
Saudi Arabia, the U.S. military 
said Monday. It was the fust 
reported death of a woman pilot 
in the Gulf war. 

Officials in Saudi Arbia refused 
to give details on the accident, 
but the U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment confirmed that Army Major 
Marie T. Rossi, 32, piloted the 
Chinook helicopter that crashed 
Saturday. 

The co-pilot. Chief Warrant 
Officer Robert Hughes, 35, and 
crew chief specialist William C. 
Brace, 24. also were killed. The 
identity of the fourth victim was 
not given. 

Capt. Barbara Goodno, an 
army spokeswoman in Washing- 
ton, said Major Rossi piloted a 


Chinook helicopter from the 
159th aviation battalion of the 
24th infantry division, during the 
ground campaign. 


Under army laws and regula- 
tions, women are not supposed to 
be deployed in situations were 
they are likely to come under 
hostile fire. But many are in- 
volved in support missions as part 
of operation desert storm. 

The 101st Airborne Division, 
for example, has 22 female pilots, 
some of whom flew Chinook 
supply helicopter inside Iraq in 
support of troops engaged in the 
ground offensive against Iraq. 


Semra Ozal, whose husband 
dismissed the defence minister 
for opposing her bid to become 
Motherland provincial chairman, 
is running against conservative 
candidate Talat Yilmaz. 

The chairman of the congress. 
Motherland Deputy and State 
Minister Mustafa Tasar, told 661 
delegates and nearly 2,000 party 
members he was postponing the 
poll to an unspecified date, the 
liberal daily Milliyet said. 


Quarrels among unruly dele- 
gates had turned into fistfights 
and scuffles, Milliyet said. “The 
party was taken over by non- 
party members. There was no 
security,” Semra Ozal told Mil- 
liyet as she left the building. "Of 
course I will fight on.” 

Mr. Ozal last month fired his 
own cousin. Defence Minister 
Husnu Dogan, for opposing Sem- 
ra’s candidacy. 


No women have been reported 
'killed in actual battlefield clashes, 
but women were among the 29 
soldiers killed in the Iraqi missile 
attack on an army bairacks near 
Dhahran on Feb. 25. 


Three other ministers known to 
share Mr. Dogan's views have 
remained in the government. 

Milliyet quoted Mr. Tasar as 
saying later the congress was like- 
ly be reconvened on April 28. 


Red Cross, allies see 
no major problems 


in Gulf PoW swap 


BAGHDAD (R) — President 
Saddam Hussein, visited a 
national war memorial Sunday to 
pray for Iraq’s dead — his first 
public appearance since the Gulf 
war ended. 

Baghdad Radio said the presi- 
dent visited the martyr's monu- 
ment where he prayed “to invoke 
the mercy of God on the souls of 
our righteous martyrs." 

Iraq claims victory in the Gulf 
war which came to a halt on 
Thursday with the eviction of its 
troops from Kuwait and Bagh- 
dad’s acceptance of all United 
Nations resolutions on its Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. No figure has 
been announced for the Iraqi 
dead. 

President Saddam chaired a 
meeting of the ruling Revolution- 
ary Command Council on Sunday 
to discuss “political develop- 
ments." 

Iraqi Television released film 
of a sirailing Saddam meeting 
with three aides to discuss restor- 
ing public services — his first 
televised appearance since early 
in the war. 

Iraq announced Sunday it had 
accepted the latest U.N. Security 
Council resolution setting terms 
for a permanent ceasefire in the 
Gulf, including a release of all 
prisoners of war and detained 
Kuwaitis. 

Western correspondents based 
outside Iraq have reported se- 
rious unrest by Muslim fun- 
damentalists in the southern Iraqi 
city of Basra. Baghdad Radio 
made no mention of disturbances 
in Basra. 

On Sunday night, Baghdad 
Radio started playing non- 
military songs for the first time 
since August. Love songs and 
folk music were replaced during 
the seven-month confrontation 
by military marches and patriotic 
songs, mainly praising President 
Saddam and Iraq’s steadfastness. 

Most Iraqis have not seen Pres- 
ident Saddam since television 
went off the air about 10 days 
after the war started on Jan. 17. 

Electricity was restored to 
parts of the Iraqi capital on Sun- 
day night and officials said the 
film was expected to be shown on 
television later. 


RIYADH (R) — The exchange 
of at least 63,000 Iraqi Gulf war 
prisoners (PoWs) for a handful of 
allied soldiers and airmen should 
not present insurmountable diffi- 
culties if all sides cooperate, 
allied and Red Cross officials said 
Monday. 

Allied and Iraqi generals 
agreed at talks in southern Iraq 
on Sunday to an immediate re- 
lease of prisoners taken during 
the six-week war. 

A first group of 10 allied pris- 
oners was handed over to the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in Baghdad on 
Monday for delivery to their 
countries' embassies in Jordan. 

A U.S. military spokesman in 
Riyadh said a total 38 U.S. per- 
sonnels were listed as missing in 
action, of whom nine were known 
to have been taken prisoner. 

A British spokesman said 12. 
British air crew were missing and 
three were believed to be prison- 
ers of war. Kuwaiti and Italian 
fliers were also held. 

Red Cross officials in Baghdad 
said the group released on Mon- 
day comprised six Americans — 
including the only woman soldier 
known to have been captured — 
three Britons and- an Italian. 

Arnold Luethold, head of the 
ICRC delegation in Saudi Arabia 
charged with supervising the pris- 
oner exchange, said he did not 
expect the exchange to be too 
difficult. 

“Logistical facilities are avail- 
able,” he told Reuters, noting 
'that thousands of prisoners were 
exchanged following the 1980-88 
Iran- Iraq war. 

Means of transport and how 
long the exchange would take 
would have to be decided by 
countries involved, Mr. Luethold. 
said. 

“All parties meet to discuss the 
details. The time factor would be 
part of that framework. It de- 
pends on what governments, 
want,” he said. 

He said Saudi and U.S. forces 
had been giving the ICRC “cap- 


ture cards” with the names and 
other details of Iraqi prisoners of 
war. But prior to Monday’s Bagh- 
dad release, the Red Cross had 
not received any names from the 
Iraqi government. 

A Saudi military spokesman 
also said the exchange 'of prison- 
ers of war should not be very 
complicated. 

U.S. forces would help with 
logistical requirements of the ex- 
change, a U.S. military source 
said. 

U.S. forces spokesman 
Brigadier-General Richard Neal 
said on Sunday that the allies 
were holding some 63,400 Iraqi 
prisoners of war. More than 800 
were receiving medical treat- 
ment, mostly for wounds. 

Two Iraqi prisoners had died 
from malnutrition and dehydra- 
tion, be said. 

The allied side says some 

40.000 Kuwaitis taken to Iraq 
during the Iraqi occupation of 
their country should also be tre- 
ated as prisoners of war. 

A U.S. military source said the 
total of Iraqi captured could be 
higber than 63.400 because allied 
forces were “still gathering peo- 
ple up.” 

Iraqi prisoners are being held 
in camps in Saudi Arabia, built | 
before the war to house up to, 

100.000 prisoners, he said. 

They wer being given clothes 

and medical care, allied officials 
said. 

“Some were in desperate condi- 
tion. They were dehydrated, they 
hadn't had food in a long time. 
They were poorly clothed and 
lacked shoes. Some were too 
•weak to walk. Others were heal- 
thy,” the U.S. source said. 

He said some Iraqi prisoners 
said they did not wish to return to 
Iraq. He could not say if this was 
because they opposed Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, nor if they 
would be allowed to stay in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Under the rules of war, ICRC 
officials say. prisoners should not 
be repatriated against their will. 


Israel cabinet to debate 


Palestinian issue 


Chaps delays 
poll contested 
by Ozal’s wife 


before Baker visit 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir, pressed by 
hawks in his government, has 
agreed to hold a political debate 
on the Palestinian conflict before 
a visit by U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker next week. 

Government officials said that 
three ministers were pressing Mr. 
Shamir to formally abandon the 
government’s May 1989 “peace 
initiative.” 

The initiative, hammered out 
under- the pressure of U.S. di- 
plomacy and the Palestinian up- 
rising, envisaged elections in the 
occupied territories leading to li- 
mited self-rule for Palestinians. It 
excluded territorial concessions. 

The plan was considered afl- 
but-dead last year when U.S. and 
Egyptian mediation failed to 
solve the perennial problem of 
who would speak for Palestinians 
in pre-election talks. Hardliners 
want to give the coup de grace 
before Mr. Baker gets a change 
to revive it. 

“All opinions in the govern- 
ment must be presented ... before 
it is decided what will be said to 
the secretary,” an Israeli official, 
who declined to be identified, 
told Reuters. He said Mr. Shamir 
would convene a special cabinet 
meeting later this week. 

Tension between backers of 
the 1989 plan, including Defence 
Minister Moshe Arens, and 
vociferous opponents such as 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon, 
marked Sunday's weekly cabinet 
session. 

Mr. Sahron, an influential for- 
mer defence minister known for 
his bardline stance, called for the 
plan's cancellation. 

“Israel sboud not only abandon 
this peace initiative, it should 


demand demilitarisation of the 
Middle Eat as a pre-condition for 
peace talks,” he was quoted as 


saying. 

Mr. Sharon was supported by 
Energy Minister Ynval Neeman 
of the natioalist Tehiya Party and 
newly appointed Minister- 
without-portfolio Rebavam 
Zeevi, an ultra-rightist who wants 
all Pales trnans out of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Neeman said ‘the plan 
should be scrapped because it was 
a compromise Mr. Shamir’s- 
Likud Party made before his, 
coalition with dovish Labour col- 
lapsed last year. 

The present government, 
formed by right-wing and ultra- 
religious parties, is the most hard- 
line government in Israel's his- 
tory. 

“It’s outdated today ... when 
the Arabs of (the West Bank) and 
the Gaza Strip mentioned in the 
programme already voted with 
their dances on the rooftops when 
missiles struck Tel Aviv," Mr. 
Neeman said after the cabinet 
meeting. 

After weeks of predicting post- 
war U.S. pressure over the 
Palestinian issue, Israel is ex- 
pected to see the first evidence 
when Mr. Baker tours the Middle 
East. Israeli Radio said he was 
expected in Israel next Monday. 

. Appearing on NBC television's 
“Meet the Press,” Mr. Baker said 
all parties should capitalise on 
chances for peace that may have 
been imporved by Iraq's defeat. 

“We have got to find a way for 
Arab states and Israel to make 
peace. And we have got to find a 
way for Israel and Palestinians to 
begin a dialgue Mr. Baker 
said. 
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A cold air mass win affect the 
Kingdom. Thus temperatures will 
drop, doods will increase and rain will 
fill. Winds will be southwesterly mod- 
erate to fresh, with strong gusts at 
times. In Aqaba, winds wfll be souther- 
ly fresh and seas rough. 
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Text of Iraqi acceptance of 
Security Council resolution 
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UNITED NATIONS (R) — Fol- 
lowing is a letter from Iraqi Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz to the 
president of the U.N. Security 
Council, Peter Hohenfellner of 
Austria, and U.N. Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de CucHar. 

It accepts the council’s Sattxr- 1 
day night Resolution 686 backing 
American terms for a permanent 
ceasefire: 


ope of them (Goba) to jwe 
against the resolution white three 
stares — India, Yemen and Qg- 
na, the latter being a permanent 
member of the council — ab- 
stained. . . 

“We record these facts for ms- 
toiy arid for the attention of those 
members of the Security Council 
and the international organisa- 
tion — and those elements of 


KdKUlC. . . . 

“I have the honour to inform international public opinion 
you that the Iraqi government has who have a conscience, uur 

_ , c* fn fulfil OUT OD1123- 


taken note of the text of Security 
Council Resolution 686 (1991) 
and that it has agreed to fulfil its 
obligations under the said resolu- 
tion. We hope that the councfl, in 
its turn, will interact in an objec- 
tive and honourable manner, pur- 
suant to the provisions of interna- 
tional law and the principles of 
equity and justice, with our faith- 
ful and — to the extent that we 
are able — speedy fulfilment of 
those obligations. 

“You and the members of the 
Security Councfl are well aware 
of the manner in which the Amer- 
ican forces and their partners in 
the military operations against 
Iraq have implemented Security 
Council Resolution 678 (1990), 
and of the major losses which 
Iraq has suffered to its infrastruc- 
ture, economic, civflian cultural 
and religious property, basic pub- 
lic services such as electricity, 
water, telephones, transport, fuel 
and other essential requirements 
of everyday life. 

“Despite these facts. Resolu- 
tion 686 (1991) has ignored the 
Iraqi people's suffering and the 
imposition on Iraq alone of a long 
series of obligations. A number 
of members of the Security Coun- 
cfl referred to this fact, leading 


a gr eement to fulfil OUT obliga- 
tions under this resolution stems 
from our determination to refute 
die pretexts which som e may 
employ in order to persist in their 
aggression against Iraq and to 
inflict further harm on its people. 

“Iraq hopes that the Security 
Council will ensure the adoption 
of a resolution proclaiming an 
official ceasefire and the cessa- 
tion of all military operations on 
land, at sea and in the air, as well 
as the immediate withdrawal of 
■the foreign military forces sta- 
tioned without any justification in 
various regions of Iraq. 

“Iraq also hopes that the 
Security Councfl will proceed to 
declare, with all possible speed, 
the bases for its adoption of 
Security Council Resolution 661 
(1990). 665 (1990) and 670 (1990) 
as having elapsed, with the result 
that the resolutions become nail 
and void. 

“Accept, sir. the assurances of 
my highest consideration.” - 

The resolutions referred to in 
the text are: 678 authorising force 
against Iraq, 661 imposing trade 
sanctions and 665 and 670 and 
extending and enforcing these 
sanctions with a navy and air 
blockade. 



Rebels claim control of 


northwestern Ethiopia 


NAIROBI (AP) — Ethiopian 
communist rebles Sunday 
claimed to have won control of 
Gojam province in the northwest 
after 10 days of fighting. 

In a broadcast over clandestine 
reble radio, the Tigre Insurgents 
said their “operation to com- 
pletely annihilate the barbaric 
government soldiers in Gojam 
region” was completed Saturday. 

“Gojam has achieved its inde- 
pendence for the first time in its 
history,” said the broadcast, 
mointored in Nairobi. 

The rebels said they now were 
working “to create stability in the 
whole of Gojam in order to en- 
sure security and enable public 
and government institutions to 
resume their operations.” 

The Tigre People’s Liberation 
Front (TPLF) rebels took up 
arms in 1975 to overthrow the 
government of President Mengis- 
tn Haile Mariam and install a 
strict communist government. 
They renewed their offensive 
Feb. 23 after a nearly year-long 
hill. 

In the last week they claimed to 
have seized tbe government garri- 
son town of Bahr Dar on Lake 
Tana and Debre Markos, Go- 
jam’s provincial capital (205 
kilometres) northwest of 
Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa. 


The government claims the re- 
bels are trying to close the main 
northern highways, which include 
the capital's link*, with the vital 
Red Sea port of Assab. Tbe port 
handles 70 per cent of the na- 
tion's foreign trade and houses its 
only fuel refinery. 

The loss of access to Assab 
would be a heavy blow to 
Ethiopia, already crippled by a 
severe fuel shortage. 

However, Western diplomats 
and relief workers in Addis Aba- 
ba said there had been no rebel 
activity on the highway to Assab 
and that traffic was continuing 
normally. 

The road northwest into Go- 
jam province, however, has been 
dosed since the rebel offensive 
began. 

The government did not im- 
mediately comment on the rebels’ 
claim. 

However, a Western diplomat 
in tbe capital said he believed the 
claim was probably true. 

“They may overstate their 
military developments, but when 
they say a place is liberated, it 
usually is,” said the diplomat 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. “Clearly if they say they've 
liberated it they’ve probably de- 
feated any significant military 
threat.” 
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Muslim Brotherhood 
solidifies resistance 
to peace with Israel 


By Nermeen Murad 

■ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement has 
reiterated its rejection of any 
peaceful solutions to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict which is based 
on the recognition of Israel and 
giving up parts of Palestine to 
die Jewish state. 

“Islam bans us from giving 
any part of our Islamic lands 
away/' Sheikh Mohammad 
Abdul Rahman Khalifa, the 
leader of the movement in 
Jordan told the Jordan Times 
in a telephone interview. 

However, the spiritual lead- 
er hedged a question on 
whether the brotherhood 
would reject such a solution if 
it was actually arrived at. 

“Let us see bow they will 
solve the Palestinian problem 
first,” Khalifa replied. 

A statement published by 
the Brotherhood Movement in 
Jordan Monday said that 
“winds of surrender solutions 
after the Gulf war will be 
gripping the region and fore- 
most among these solutions is 
the implementation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338.” 

“Those resolutions mean 
giving up 70 per cent of Palesti- 
nian lands and negotiating over 
the rest leading up to self rule * 
in those areas,” the statement 
said. 

“The nation has to stand fast 
against such a plot and resist it 
with all its might,” the state- 
ment stressed. 

..Khalifa said that the basic 
foundation adopted by the 
brotherhood is that “it is im- 
possible, to -give up any part of 
Palestine.” 

However, Khalifa said, 
“when we hear, listen and are 
• sure of what these solutions are 
we will give our opinion on 
•them." 

The statement came at the 
heels of strong popular dismay 
over the results of the Gulf war 
plating blame on radical pdh- 
tica l movements which failed 
to extend practical aid to'Traq 
during fiie war. Many feli$that 
statement calling for jihaoand 
continued straggle, by Islamic 
and other political parties, 
amounted to vocal applaud 
and no concrete actions. 

“What happened in ne 
Gulf, regardless of the ■ iy it 
has concluded, has to e seen 


as the beginning of a long 
bloody struggle between this 
nation and its enemies,” the 
statement said. 

“We have to adopt a com- 
prehensive jihad policy to 
liberate all the land of Pales- 
tine from the grips of the 
Jews," the statement added. 

In the Friday sermon aired 
on television. Minister of Aw- 
qaf and Islamic Affairs Ibra- 
him Ze^d Keilani also painted 
Iraq’s military defeat in the 
Gulf war as another test of 
Muslim's will to fight for their 
holy places and an example to 
be learnt from and heeded. 

“What took place in the 
Gulf is not bad but rather a 
good development in that it 
revealed the collaborators in 
the region,” the Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement state- 
ment said. 

The brotherhood’s position 
on the Palestinian problem has 
always rejected recognition of 
Israel and any solutions which 
wiU allow for an accommoda- 
tion with the Jewish state. It is 
in direct contrast with the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion’s declared position which 
recognises Israel and calls for 
the implementation of the two 
U.N. resolutions and self de- 
termination for Palestinians. 

The statement, which was 
issued at the same time as 
another by the Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement’s de- 
puties at the Lower House of 
Parliament, warned of plans to 
redraw the map of the region 
and called on the Islamic Na- 
tion to “return to Islam, as an 
ideology, shariaa as 1 , a way of 
life and refuse any rale or law 
which rejects Islam.” 

The statement of the move- 
ment’s deputies also followed 
the same line of analysis of the 
Gulf war calling for concen- 
trated efforts to support Iraq 
and its reconstruction. 

However their statement 
which also rejected “American 
and foreign attempts at impos- 
ing their hegemony over the 
region'” -drd'not refer to the 

U.N. resolutions directly. 

‘“We have to- continue to 
-support our path and strangle 
throagh .training, arm*' the 
people and set our hearts on 
jihad in preperation for our 
war with the Jews which will 
require all our efforts and re- 
sources,” the deputies said in 
their statement. 


Zaben, mayors review 
needs of 8 municipalities 


AMMAN- (J.T.) — Heads of 
eight municipalities, mainly those 
in the southern parts of the coun- 
try. Monday met Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Minister Mohammad 
‘Addoub A1 Zaben and discussed 
with him loans to their towns, 
town planning issues and. muni- 
cipal services, among other 
topics. 

The mayors of Um A1 Basatin, 
Taffleh, Ghor Mazraa, Ghor Safi. 
Maiih, Ader, Madaba and Maan, 
also discussed the appropriation 
of land for municipal projects and 
cleanliness campaigns in their re- 
gions, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Petra said that several deci- 
sions were taken concerning the 
loans but that a study of each 
municipality’s financial situation 


would precede the granting of 
loans to these towns. 

The mayors and the minister 
discussed topics related to road 
maintenance and public works 
projects in their regions. 

According to the agency, a 
decision was also taken to deaf 
with shortages in electricity supp- 
ly to remote areas, and alloca- 
tions were made for asphalting 
roads. 

It said that Tafileh municipality 
would be granted a JD 60,000 
loan to purchase equipment for 
cleanliness campaigns, while 
Maiih mumdoafitv would receive . 
JD 30,000 for road asphalting 
schemes and Madaba municipal- 
ity would obtain a JD 300,000 
loan to establish a garbage dump 
rite. 


Agriculture minister 
proposes comprehensive 
dialogue with farmers 


AMMAN (i.T.) — Minister of 
Agriculture Mohammad AJ 
Alawneh Monday took part in a 
meeting of the Lower House of 
P&rliamenfs Agricultural Com- 
mittee which discussed the coun- 
try’s agricultural policies. 

A statement at the end of the 
meeting said that a decision was 
taken to call all those concerned 
with agricultural production to 
meet and discuss the question of 
import-export issues. 4 

The Ministry of AgricutaifB' 
has recently agreed to allow far- 
mers to acquire state-owned land on 
lease for development to produce 
cereals which are in great de- 
mand in the country. 

But according to a recent state- 
ment in the local press, Alawneh 
has reversed the decision due to 
what be said was delay in the 
rainfall this year which was bound 
to have adverse effects on cereal 
production plans. . ■ 

Alawneh was quoted as saying 


that with the exception of a li- 
mited area of land in the Jordan . 
Valley, no fanners would be 
offered land on lease for cereal- 
production for the time being. 

The government's decision to 
offer state-owned land on lease 
was taken last November, and the 
announcement said that land de- 
velopers would be required to 
pay a nominal fee of 100 fils a 
dunum annually in return for 
their use of the land. 

The minis ter said that as an : 
initial plan, 30,000 dunums of. 
fnnd in the Jordan VaDey would' 
be grown with cereals, a project 
that would increase the country’s 
output by nearly 11,000 tonnes. 

According to the ministry's 
Secretary-General Sami Saimaa 
the government has adopted a 
policy of buying locally produced 
wheat at JD 147 a tonne and 
bailey at JD 105 tonne; higher 
than the international rates in 
order to encourage production. 


University students, teachers 
show firm support for Iraq 


By Nut Safi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A trade load of 
about 20 tonnes of essential food 
stuffs and medical supplies 
headed for Iraq Monday. The 
truck load was organised by a 
coordination committee com- 
posed of 600 students, at die 
University of Jordan, including 
faculty members and teachers. 

The track, which left for Iraq 
early Monday, was filled with 
milk, grain flour, canned food 
and other basic necessities worth 
JD 10,000. 

According to Mustafah Hamar- 
neh. a member of the committee, 
“the group was formed at the 
beginning of the Gulf war to 
support Iraq through collecting 
donations from the university 
campus and outside.” 

“We had collection 'tables ev- 
ery morning manned by students 
in various faculties. Every day 
each student would bring an item 
to donate to Iraq,” Hamarneh 
told the Jordan Tunes. 

To collect donations outside 
the campus, the students went 
around the country. “Some peo- 
ple gave money as donations to 
Iraq,” Hamarneh said, adding 
that, “we took the money to the 
engineers’ complex and they 
bought medical supplies that are 
needed in Iraq.” 

“Unprecedented was the word 


used to describe the effort that 
was put into forming the commit- 
tee. It was the first time that 
students, professors and staff 
worked together as equals,” 
Hamarneh said. “It destroyed the 
barrier between teachers and stu- . 
dents and enabled a relationship 
to be formed." 

Nawal Fayez (student) said: 
“There was a need to help Iraq 
and we all joined together in this.” 
Nadia, a student and a member of 
the committee said, “the commit- 
tee was formed to help Iraq, but 
on the other hand It was success- 
ful for us, because students and 
teachers worked together for a 
common cause.” 

“What we felt strongly during 
our work on the committee was 
fiie unity of purpose of the Jorda- 
nian people,” Nasser Hreini, a 
student member of tbe committee 
said. Another student, Khaled 
Lawn agreed: “It formed a con- 
nection between students and. 
teachers in the quest to help the 
Iraqi people.” 

Aside from the donations col- 
lected through the students, 
many events also took place at 
the university to collect money. 

According to Nadia, a festival 
with patriotic songs brought in 
around JD 1,000. Another event 
was a basket ball match whereby 
each person could cither buy a 
ticket or donate a carton of milk 
instead. Some people did both. 


Since the end of the war, tbe 
committee has not disbanded. 

“We want to continue to help 
Iraq. Our recent mission was very 
successful and we are thinking of 
sending a delegation to Bagh- 
dad,” Mohammad Jarrar, a ***** 
member said. The delegation 
would consist of staff and stu- 
dents specialised in engineering 
and other fields, who would de- 
vote their time to helping with 
reconstruction work in Baghdad, 
he explained. 

“No matter bow much we give, 
it will never be sufficient because 
Iraq has given and sacrificed ev- 
erything in its stand in file war," 
Nadia said. “Iraq stood up to tbe 
onslaught and what is needed is 
more than just a few donations.” 

Students who overheard her 
nodded in agreement and said 
that what had been achieved by 
the committee was “great” but 
that more was required. 

“In the near future we will be 
thinking what we, as a commit- 
tee. can best do for the Iraqi 
cause and for our university.'' 
Nadia affirmed. 

The first objective the students 
have in mind is to expand the 
base of support for tbe commit- 
tee. “We should gain more popu- 
lar support, reach out to the 
people, explain our mission and 
try to convince them,” explained 
Nadia. 


Jordan Cooperative Organisation 
encourages livestock projects 


AMMAN (J.T) — Tbe Jordan 
Cooperative Organisation (JCO) 
has readied an agreement with a 
society of sheep breeders in the 
Karak Governorate on im- 
plementing a sheep-fattening pro- 
ject with a view of supplying the 
local market with lean meat for 
which ther>3 is great demand. 

Under the agreement. JCO will 
proves animal feed, veterinary 
ine/*tine and full technical super- 
vision during the sheep-fattening 
process which is to be carried out 
by file society over a period of 70 
days before handing the sheep to 

tr *- — ■ 


Air France 
flies again 
to Amman 


the JCO centres m the region. 

Only sheep of no more than 25 
kilogrammes in weight can be 
accepted by the JCO which 
undertakes tbe process of 
marketing them in the local towns 
and villages, the agreement stipu- 
lated. 

In return, the society will re- 
ceive the price of the sheep minus 
the total amount of expenses 
incurred by the JCO in proriding 
materials and supervision work 
and also minus JD 0.500 per head 
of sheep for allowing the society 
to use the .facilities at the JCO 
■stations during the 70-day period, • 
the agreement added. 

A JCO official said that the' 
agreement was designed to in- 
crease the amount of lean meat 
produced for local consumption. 

The door is wide open for all 
cattle and sheep breeders to 
reach agreements with the JCO' 
and to cooperate in a similar 
maimer and benefit from the 


facilities available at the JCO 
stations, he said. 

The JCO earlier signed a series' 
of agreements with groups of 
stock breeders in the Tafileh 
Governorate allowing them to 
benefit from the JCO stations to 
fatten sheep in addition to other 
agreements with ' stock breeders 
in the Amman and Zarqa regions 
to benefit from JCO stations in 
Azraq. 

According to the official, the 
JCO has established five stations 
to help fatten sheep, located at 
Ramtha, Mafiraq, Karak, Azraq 
-and Tafileh. ■ * a 

These stations, he said, provide 
modern enclosures for- animals 
each accommodating some 
17,500 heads per cycle, along 
with warehouses for animal feed 
adjoining a unit for proriding 
medication to the sheep and sell- 
ing veterinary medicine under the 
supervision of specialists working 
for the organisations. 


next month 

By Mariam ML Shahin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While most interna- 
tional air camera have not yet 
announced when they will resume 
their suspended services to Mid- 
dle Eastern destination^, Air 
France will resume its two flights 
a week to Jordan as of April 3, 
airline officials told the Jordan 
Times Monday. 

“Flights from Paris to Larnaca 
and Cairo are no longer being 
cancelled and we expect Paris- 
Amman Sights to resume April 
3/’ said an Air France official 
here. 

Because of tbe increased “risk . 
factor” in a war zone, which 
affected most Middle Eastern 
countries, and the increased pas- 
senger surcharge — a premium of 
up to $250 per passenger, almost 
all international airlines decided 
to suspend their flights to the 
Middle East from last November. 

Some airlines suspended their 
flights in November but others 
waited until two days before the 
U.N. deadline (Jan. 15) for Iraq 
to withdraw from Kuwait to 
freeze their Middle East-bound 
flights. 

Jordan’s national carrier, 
Royal Jordanian, had to house a 
major part of its fleet iu Vienna 
because tbe airline could not 
afford to pay the insurance pre- 
miums. 

Of the Eastern European air- 
lines which did not stop their 
Jordan-bound flights, the Soviet 
airline, Aeroflot, continued its 
one flight a week throughout tbe 
42 day war period. 

International carriers such as 
Lufthansa, KLM, Singapore Air- 
lines, Swiss-Air and Alitalia, all 
of whom had regular flights to 
Jordan, have said they are still 
uncertain as to when regular 
flights would be resumed. 

Some smaller airlines, howev- 
er, have already announced the 
resumption of their regular 
flights. 4 

“Cyprus Airways will resume 
its regular flights to Jordan as of ; 
March 17,” said an official of the 
Cypriot Airime in Amman. 

Airline officials, while cautious 
about setting a date, believe that 
normal flight schedules will be ' 
resumed within 4 to 6 weeks. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Committee organises march next week 

..AMMAN (J.T.) — The Arab Emergency Health Committee will 
organise a march in Amman on March 15 under the patronage of 
Her Royal Highness Princess Alia with tbe proceeds going to the 
victims of the Gulf war. The organisers said that the march would 
begin at the Professional Association complex and end at the 
Royal Automobile Club and would involve school students and 
their parents in the Amman area. The committee, which was 
formed by the Arab Doctors' Union, said that the proceeds would 
buy medicines and medical equipment for the Iraqi people. A 
committee spokesman said Monday that a sum of JD 2,056 was 
received Monday as a donation from Royal Jordanian employees 
as assistance to the Iraqi people. 

Cabinet amends purchase regulation 

AMMAN (Petra) — The cabinet has decided to cancel two 
articles from a government rale on the purchase of furniture and 
vehicles for government departments. The two articles banned 
the purchase of these commodities without prior approval from 
the Council of Ministers if the total sum to be spent on them 
exceeded JD 50,000. 

Deputies urge Kuwait to protect 
Jordanians 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Palestine and Occupied Arab Territor- 
ies Committee at the Lower House of Parliament Monday issued 
a call to the government of Kuwait urging it to take measures 
aimed at providing safety to Jordanians and Palestinians firing in 
Kuwait It said that the Jordanian and Palestinian minorities have 
been the target of irresponsible actions by certain groups, a 
practice which was bound to cause' further splits in Arab ranks. 

Aqaba-Nuwelbeh traffic may rise 

AQABA (J.T.) — A total of 30,240 passengers and 1 .436 vehicles 
crossed from Aqaba to Nuweibeh in Sinai aboard ferries owned 
by tbe Arab Maritime Bridge Company, according to a statistical 
bulletin by the port authorities here. They said that nearly 3,000 
passengers and 230 cars made use of the ferries on a daily basis. 
The route is jointly owned by Jordan, Egypt and Iraq. Port 
officials expect the daily number of passengers to rise to 6,000 
during the coming month in view of the advent of tbe holy month 
of Ramadan which is expected to start by mid-March. 

Bazaar to help Iraq opens 

ZARQA (Petra) — A week-long charity bazaar was opened 
Monday at the Professional Associations Complex in Zarqa. The 
bazaar, the proceeds of which wfll benefit tbe Iraqi people, 
includes clothes, foodstuff and home appliances. The opening 
ceremony was attended by the Iraqi ambassador’s wife and 
several officials. 

IDB extends JD 1m loans 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
has approved loans totalling JD 1.014 million for a number of 
industrial and medical services schemes. These loans win finance 
die production of cables and wires, an olive oil press, a marble 
worts, a knitting factory, among others. 


Parliament focuses on central 
problem of Palestine, voices 
continued support for Iraqis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Palestine 
problem remains the central issue 
for Arab and Islamic nations; and 
the “Jewish'” entity in Palestine 
remains a source of concern to 
the whole Middle East region and 
is the root cause of all regional 
problems, according to a state- 
ment issued by the Lower House 
of Parliament. 

Providing support for the 
Palestinian people to help uproot 
the “alien entity” now occupying 
the holy places in Palestine, back- 
ing the Palestinian uprising, 
urging Arab and Islamic coun- 
tries to continue their supply of 
the popular struggle, enlisting the 
support of the world community 
in support of the Palestinian 
people’s rights and uplifting in- 
justices and ending Palestinian 
suffering wfll remain the priori- 
ties for Jordan's parliament, said 
the statement issued by the Par- 
liament's Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee. 

The statement said that the 
Lower House would continue its 
efforts to confront the “imperial- 
ist aggressive,” onslaught in its 


political, economic and military 
forms and would oppose any 
enemy attempts to subject the 
Middle East to Western plans 
imposing hegemony, seeding di- 
visions and tutelage on the Arabs. 

Parliament supports an inte-. 
grated Arab-Islamic system 
which can guarantee equitable 
distribution of the Arab Nation's 
wealth and which can help the 
Arabs reconstruct their intrinsic 
force and build up their economic 
and militaiy power, the statement 
noted 

Parliament also expressed its 
continued support for Iraq in its 
confrontation with the U.S. Zion- 
ist plots, and backed the people, 
leadership and armed forces of 
Iraq in their struggle to protect 
and safeguard the Arab identity 
and its culture, said the state- 
ment which was read out by the 
committee chairman Dr. Ahmad 
Innab. 

The statement said that Jordan 
was willing to take an active part 
in the reconstruction of Iraq in 
the aftermath of the devastating 
war which was waged on that 


country by the United States and 
its allies. 

Parliament stressed its total 
opposition to the presence of 
foreign troops in Arab lands and 
emphasised that it would pursue 
efforts to mobilise the Arab mas- 
ses and foster the spirit of holy 
war and martyrdom, said the 
statement. 

The statement expressed Par- 
liament's deep conviction that the 
aggression on Iraq marked the 
beginning of a long and hard 
struggle between the Arabs and 
Muslims on one hand and the US 
— Atlantic Zionist alliance on the 
other. 

It said that the war on Iraq was 
clearly aimed at imposing hege- 
mony by foreign nations on toe 
Arabs, and subjugating the Arabs 
to the U.S.-Zionist will. 

The statement voiced deep 
appreciation to those Arab and 
Islamic countries which lent sup- 
port to Iraq and lauded the Jorda- 
nian people's endeavours in pro- 
viding help to their Iraqi brothers 
facing aggression. 


Pharmaceutical industries 
earn $ 60 m from exports 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Last year 
Jordan exported $60 million 
'worth of pharmaceuticals to Arab 
and other countries. This amount 
formed nearly 70 per cent of the 
total production by the country’s 
five pharmaceutical companies, 
aocording to Mohammad Fitiani 
Director General of Dar A1 
Dawa pharmaceutical company. 

Fitiani said the the Jordanian 
pharmaceutical industries 
together produced nearly 250 
types of pills ranging from pain 
killers to antibiotics, along with a 
varied assortment of vitamins, 
eye and nose drops and ointments 
of all kinds. 

In addition, these industries 
produced medicinal capsules and 
syringes for various clinical 
needs, he noted. 

According to Fitiani, the phar- 
maceutical industries rank fourth 
among the various Jordanian in- 
dustries which export products. 


The other main industries are 
fertilisers, phosphates, agricultu- 
ral and chemicals. 

Jordan is considered the first 
Arab country in terms of phar- 
maceutical production and export 
due to the high-quality products 
which are reaching Arab and 
foreign nations. 

In addition to the five phar- 
maceutical plants, Jordan has 
established three plants to manu- 
facture veterinary medicine and 
two others to produce com- 
plementary materials for various 
chemical and pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts, Fitiani pointed out. 

Laboratories operated by the 
Health Ministry here have con- 
ducted a series of tests on the 
types of Jordanian pharmaceutic- 
al products and have proved them 
to be in foil harmony with phar- 
maceutical industrial standards, 
enabling them to compete very 


strongly with products from adv- 
anced nations, Fitiani added. 

Fitiani lauded the govern- 
ment's efforts to encourage the 
public and the local hospitals and 
physicians to use more local phar- 
maceutical products which he 
said now cover nearly 40 per cent 
of the country's total needs. 

The government has been most 
helpful to these industries by 
exempting raw materials from all 
forms of customs duty and giving 
them the privilege to operate 
without having to pay income tax 
for the initial production years, 
Fitiani noted. 

He said Jordanian phar- 
maceutical industries were now 
studying the possibility of produc- 
ing raw materials for their pro- 
ducts and that such studies were 
among 50 working papers submit- 
ted to world conferences in which 
these industries participated. 


Private group appeals for protection 
of human - rights in Kuwait after war 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 19 
non-governmental organisations 
operating in Amman Monday 
issued an appeal for the protec- 
tion of human rights of vulner- 
able non-Kuwaitis in post-war 
Kuwait. 

The appeal, addressed to U.N. 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar, urged the United 
Nations Organisation and all 
U.N. member governments,’ 
especially the government of 
Kuwait to ensure the security and 
portection of basic human rights 
of non-Knwaiti residents after the 
war. 

“This vulnerable group of peo- 
ple living in Kuwait includes, 
among others, Palestinians, 
Jordanians, Iraqis, Sri Lankans, 
Filipinos, Yemenis and 
Sudanese,” said the appeal, a 
copy of winch was made available 
to the Jordan Times. 

The appeal said: “We support 
the Kuwaiti government's de- 
clared commitment to guarantee 
full human and civfl rights for all 
residents of the post-war Kuwait, 
and also the humanitarian re- 
sponsibility of the International 

Phone calls 
from Kuwait 
reach 
Jordan 

AMMAN (R) — Jordanians in 
Kuwait, cut off from their fami- 
lies for more than seven months 
because of the Gulf crisis, have 
begun telephoning relatives in 
Amman, the head of the Tele- 
communications Corporation 
said Monday. 

"For the past two days, people 
here have been getting phone 
calls from their relatives in 
Kuwait through the exchange of a 
third party...” Mr. Mohammad 
Shahed Ismail told Renters. . 

“We are now inquiring when 
Jordanians could start phoning 
Kuwait from here, but that all 
depends on how swiftly Kuwait is 
able to restore its telecommunica- 
tions network,” he added. 


Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) in conformity with the 
international law." 

Appeals to the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment in this concern were issued 
by the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment and through calls in the 
Jordanian media. 

At least 170,000 Palestinians 
are still living in Kuwait, and 
Kuwaiti leaders had given assur- 
ance about their safety after the 
war, according to Fateh, the 
mainstream faction of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 


Fateh spokesman and repre- 
sentative in the Gulf region S alirp 
Zaanoun told a press conference 
here Saturday that the Palesti- 
nians were among those minor- 
ities who refrained from taking 
sides in the war about nontheless' 
suffered huge property losses. 

Zaanoun said at least 50 
Palestinians were killed and 100 
others injured in the hostilities 
which took place after the Aug. 2 
takeover. 

He estimated the Palestinian 
community's losses in fixed and 
liquid assets at $12 billion. 


Under the patronage of 
HerRoyalHighnessPrincessAliaBintAIHussein 

Together ... with the !raqi people along the 

MARCH TO VICTORY 
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How to participate in the Victory March 

★ A special form from the Arab Emergency Health, 
committee at the Jordanian Medical Association 
should be completed 

★ A marcher should raise contributions from sponsors to 
cover his participation in the march 

★ , Completed forms should be handed to the committee ■ 
which issues free T-shirts bearing the committee's 
logo 

# + The filled forms should be delivered to the committee 
at least three days before the march date 

★ The march will take off at the Professional Association 
Complex in Amman on March 15 at 9 a.m, and will 
proceed towards the Royal Automobile Ciub where 
the marchers can get refreshments 

For more Information call tel: 665620, 666161 
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No to kangaroo justice 


THERE .ARE presistent reports emanating from 
Kuwait that the Palestinian residents of that country 
are in eminent danger. It appears that the Kuwaitis 
are bent on venting their anger at the Iraqi regime 
through taking it out on their Palestinian brothers for 
allegedly aiding and abetting the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait. There is nothing worse than making the 
Palestinians once again the scape goats for the deeds of 
others. If the Palestinians end up being lynched by 
mobs in front of the very eyes of the Kuwaiti 
government and get persecuted collectively on the 
basis of guilt by association, then we are in for another 
S&bra and Shatila. This is not to suggest that any 
wrongdoing by residents of Kuwait, be they Palesti- 
nians or otherwise, may not be prosecuted in courts of 
law. But what should not be condoned or accepted ever 
is any attempt to carry out “kangaroo trials** of 
innocent Palestinians by Kuwaiti mobs roaming the 
streets in these difficult times. 


Lest Kuwait and Kuwaitis forget, the Palestinian 
residents of Kuwait have not merely been wage 
earners; they also contributed effectively to the coun- 
try’s development and prosperity throughout the past 
four decades. Many thousands of them were born in 
the country and spent most if not all of their formative 
and productive years in it. For most of them, Kuwait is 
the only country that they know and have, even though 
they never enjoyed full civic or political rights there. 

There is enough Arab blood that was shed already in 
the Gulf war. 


There must not he any more fratricide or retribu- 
tions against a people who have suffered endlessly at 
the hands of the Israelis and their foreign backers. The 
government of Kuwait is therefore called upon to act 
expeditiously to prevent any act that may mar the joy 
or liberation. A dear message to the Kuwaiti people 
must be sent immediately to the effect that revenge 
against any Palestinian will not be tolerated and that 
whoever perpetrates such crimes will be brought to 
justice and punished. 

The Arab League likewise’ must also act in the face 
of such ominous developments in Kuwait. The experi- 
ences of Lebanon must not be repeated. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


James BaLci \ cmmng four of the Middle Hast w ill 1* a real test 
loi the l 1 S administration's intentions and its claims that it t* 
concerned to implement international legality and safeguard 
woild peace and stability, said AJ Ra'i Arabic daily Monday. 
Baker's visit has been devnbed as a move to pave the ground for 
the settlement of the Arab- Israeli conflict and the Palestine 
piohlem which had been festering at the U.N organisation for 
mote than four ikvades, the paper noted It said that any solution 
to the Middle F.im question should ho based totally on the 
international legality and founded on the principles of U.N 
Security Council tesulutions. Other than this will be totally 
unacceptable to ihi because the alternative is a U.S.- 

ZioniM solution which can t» no means safeguard Palestinian 
people s interest, the paper added. In order to settle the Kuwait 
issue, the United States was quick to force the Security Council to 
issue a senes of resolutions, and was quick r<» send its war machine 
to the Gull to see that those resolutions were implemented, the 
paper pointed out. lit order to evict Iraqi troops from Kuwait, the 
United Slates and its allies brought destruction to Iraqi cities, 
kilting thousand* of innocent civilians and devastating Iraq's 
economic infrastructure, the paper said. The Arabs who have 
been wailing for the Security Council resolutions to be im- 
plemented for many years, added the paper, can wad a bit longer 
now to see if the international legality is to be applied, and 
whether the United Slates would be able to force Israel to abide 
bv the resolutions. 


A columnist in A1 Ra'i Arabic daily Monday welcomes 
statements by a number of Kuwaiti officials who gave assurances 
about the well-being and safety of the Jot daman -Palestinian 
community in Kuwait, but he says words arc not enough. 
Mahmoud Rimawi notes that contrary to what the officials say, 
the Jordanians and Palestinians arc suffering at the hand of 
Kuwaiti groups who have reportedly earned out acts of intimida- 
tion or persecution against the Jordanian or Palestinian families 
that have been living in Kuwait for many years and helping 
build modem Kuwait. The writer says that the Jordanwn- 
Palcstinian uommunity had suffered most during the Gulf crisis, 
because its numbers had remained in the country protecting its 
interests and taking charge of institutions that had been aban- 
doned by its owners. Many of the Jordanians and Palestinians 
living in Kuwait have been living there since the mid-thirties, and 
it was they who took the pioneering job of constructing the 
country with their minds and their hands: Rimawi continues. 
There have been reports about Kuwait’s intention of getting rid of 
the non-Kuwaiti nationals to pave the ground for the importation 
of workers from foreign countries, and those the most likely to be 
evicted are the Jordanians and Palestinians, the wntcr adds. 
Should this be the case. Rimawi says, the Jordanian Palestinian 
community deserves to be told so. and its interests preserved 
while they are evitcdln an orderly manner. But. he adds, if this is 
not the case, the Jordanians and Palestinians need to hear a 
crystal-clear pledge from the Kuwaiti government about their 
safety and well-being. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Seven decades , seven 
months and six wars 


THE relatively swift military defeat of the Iraqi army in the 
ground battle that never happened has shocked many people 
throughout the Arab World into momentary disbelief, concern 
and introspection. The moment calls for something politically 
more accurate, intellectually more honest, and historically more 
compelling. This is precisely the moment when we should be 
aware of the full reality on the ground throughout the region, and 
avoid the narrow geographic and political vision through which 
the cash register-coalition has viewed this conflict since its 
inception last year. 

Despite the good news bulletins from the Iraqi side of the 
warfrom and the many local tales of wonder we heard about 
thousands of dead, wounded or captured coalition troops, the 
military battle was no battle at all once the coalition achieved air 
superiority. The Iraqi troops were pounded on the ground for 
over a month, and the ground battle was no battle to speak of. It 
is irrelevant now to remember that we urged Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait and to resolve bilateral or regional problems through 
negotiations, as we urged the cash-register coalition to refrain 
from military force and heavy-handed political ultimatums as a 
means of conflict-resolution. Why Iraq allowed the crisis to 
culminate in a battle it could not win. and why the cash-register 
coalition insisted from the start on a massive show of military 
force and an uncompromising political posture which guaranteed 
the need to use that force, will be for history to answer in due 
course. However, the scale and speed of the Iraqi defeat should 
not blind us to the deeper political and human reality which still 
characterises the Middle East. 


gained through non-violent means? 

We now see the cash register coalition members squabbling 
over the big bills and contracts, while the south of Iraq is offered 
to the world as a military raffle prize. In the meantime, Israel 
continues to jail thoughtful and moderate Palestinians who can 
challenge it to make peace, while it attacks other Palestinians in 
Lebanon and enlarges its government with politicians who preach 
expelling the Palestinians out of their ancestral homeland. 

In other words, the political and human reality of the Middle 
East region has started to reassert itself, only days after the 
fighting ended — and this is the same reality which saw the 
overwhelming majority of the people of the Arab World stand by 
Iraq in its confrontation with the cash-register coalition. The 
sentiments of anger, frustration, despair and hope for a better 
future which drove Arabs and Muslims to oppose American-led 
neo-colonial adventures in the region have paused for only a brief 
moment — partly because of shock at the sudden end of the war, 
partly to assess political assets/liabilities, and partly to await the 
international and Arab political follow-up to the seven-month 
long confrontation in the Gulf. 


This is a moment of flag-waving and celebration for the 
cash-register coalition, who will spend several weeks or months 
revelling in what they see as a rare noble combination of moral 
authority, political resolve and military prowess. A narrow focus 
does that to people, so we will have to put up with it for a while. 
Some time this spring or summer, however, the cash register- 
coalition will have to ask itself: was the destruction of Iraq and 
Kuwait worth it? Could this dispute and the broader regional 
problems that fuelled it have been resolved without a war and 
without spending the approximately $200 billion that shall have 
been the total cost of the confrontation, the war and the 
reconstruction of Kuwait and Iraq? What is the impact of the war. 
on the rest of the region and its various problems? What has been 
asserted other than the tremendous American technological and 
political capacity to destroy Third World societies and kill people 
whose skin colour, from the western perspective, is slightly dark 
and whose political aspirations are slightly suspect? 

With its end, the military fight will now be seen to have been 
only an interlude of madness, a frenzied pause chat can only be 
fully evaluated historically in terms of its possible impact on the 
aspirations of the people of the region for a life of justice, dignity 
and stability. The question repeats itself: was it worth it? Did it 
achieve anything? Could the same achievements have been 


The confrontation escalated and ultimately resulted in war 
because the vast majority of Arab people were unsatisfied with 
their political, economic and national reality, and were willing to 
risk the madness of confrontation and war to make a political 
statement about a very simple human reality: the status quo which 
had defined the Arab World in the second half of this century is 
unacceptable to most Arabs. For Washington and London ,* 
however, the status quo is perfectly fine. Look at the last two 
decades: the Arab World spent hundreds of bflUons of dollars 
buying arms and other goods from the West, placed somewhere 
around $500 billion in western banks and investments, spent at 
least $30 billion to hire western armies to fight this war which 
destroyed Kuwait and Iraq, and now will spend another S100-S150 
billion to reconstruct Arab lands and establish a flashy new 
security system which will require fresh purchases of tens of 
billions of dollars of western arms. All in all, this is a rather 
profitable arrangement for the West — so it Is no wonder Great 
Britain worked so hard seven decades ago to put it in place, and 
the Arabs made it so dear seven months ago that it does not 
respond to their human needs and aspirations. 

Did the members of the cash-register coalition get this Arab 
message? If they did, and the post-war period now sees a serious 
effort ^to solve^ the outstanding problems of the region, and 
to redress its artificial human and natural resource imbalances 
which stem from Britain's imperial arrogance earlier this century, 
then we may have a truly historic opportunity to see the Middle 
East enter into a new golden age. Initial signs are encouraging. 
Western leaders are talking in their sleep about the need to 
resolve the Palestine issue. One rarely hears the words “the 
Middle East" roll off human lips these days without a follow-up 
comment about the urgency of a more equitable economic 


balance in the region, the need for arms control agreements, the 
usefulness of democracy and human rights, and the importance of 
justice as the foundation for stability. 

We are not angry because of a mass hormonal disorder and we 
are not anti-American and anti-British because of Third World 
radical chic. Anti-American and anti-British rage and hatred 
dominate this region because people are fed up with being 
repeatedly hit and humiliated, they despair at a lifetime of 
national defeat and subjugation at the hands of a British-created 
and American-financed Israel, they worry about their immediate 
life prospects, and they fear for the future of their children. If the 
root ratyyfr of this attitude are dealt with and resolved, the Arab 
World will have its first opportunity in five long centuries to show 
what it «* n do and how it can contribute its share to the 
civilisation of the world, as it did in the past. In this context, 
recon cilia ti on , honesty, and rationality should be the defining 
forces of the immediate future, both within the Arab World and 
between Arabs and westerners. 

However, if the root problems of the region are left unresolved, 
are simply papered over to suit the mercantile calculations of the 
cash-register coalition, or are aggravated under a gruesome new 
groundswe 1 1 of neo-colonial arrogance and greed, then the region 
will be in for some very dark days. The danger now is that those 
drinking from the fountains of money and militarism will become 
intoxicated to the point where they will worship money and 
militarism as the gods rhat bring stability, peace and security. But 
money and militarism are false and retributive gods. This, of 
course, is the mistake that scores of autocratic or short-sighted 
leaders have made around the world during the past several 
decades, including the Shah, Marcos, the South Africans, the 
Soviets in Af ghanistan and East Europe, and many others, Let’s 
hope the mistake is not repeated today, though the chances of 
repetition and short-sightedness are high when we deal with 
narrow-focus folk. 


If the pan-Arab political message of the last seven mouths of 
oofron ration and war is not heeded, it will resurface in the near 


future with greater vehemence and determination, with potential- 
ly tumultuous consequences. Many of us around here have been 
saying these same things about the Palestine issue for decades, to 
no avail. The result has been six regional wars (this last one being 
a mini-world war) and turmoil in many individual Arab states. 
Perhaps this will be the last war. 

Perhaps now political leaders around the region and around the 
world will listen more earnestly to the aspirations of the Arab 
people. Perhaps this morally and physically destructive war was 
the price that finall y made people realise the need to resolve the 
structural and political deficiencies of the region, or else face 
another explosion, in another part of the region, at another time. 
This may be the unavoidable message of the mass madness that 
recently engulfed the region and much of the world. Let us hope 
that lessons have been learned in the last seven months, and the 
last seven decades. 


Palestinian losses, Israeli gains increase obstacles to peace 


By Jack Redden 

. . . Reuter 


an appraisal dominated by pes- 
simism. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
The balance has tilted heavily 
against the Palestinians in the 
seven months of the Gulf crisis, 
leaving Israel stronger and 
Palestinians weaker as the search 
for peace between them resumes. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker saw his last plan for Israeli- 
Palestinian peace wounded by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and- buried by the Gulf 
war. When he begins his first 
post-war Middle East tour later 
this week he will find the obsta- 
cles have grown. 

■‘There is no incentive in this 
country to do anything but sit 
tight,’* a western diplomat said in 


• Israel, struck by Iraqi missiles 
although not in the Gulf war, has 
won large amounts of western 
aid, regained the sympathy it lost 
in its unequal battle with the 
Palestinians and watched as its 
most formidable Arab enemy was 
crushed. 

Palestinians, lining up behind 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, 
have alienated the West and for- 
mer Arab patrons and face the 
most severe economic pressure in 
their 23 years under Israeli milit- 
ary rule. 

Shamir talks bluntly of never 
relinquishing the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, captured in the 1967 
Middle East war and site of a 
revolt by the 1.75 Palestinian 


residents that has lasted more 
than three yean. 

In what was seen by many as a 
signal to Washington of Us atti- 
tude to any renewed pressure for 
Israeli concessions, Shamir ex- 
panded his government to indude 
the most anti-Arab party in par- 
liament. 

Arrests of prominent Palesti- 
nians, including the jailing of 
soft-spoken academic Sari Nus- 
seibeh for three months without 
trial on allegations he spied for 
Iraq, have reinforced the mes- 
sage. 

The outbreak of the Gulf war 
also let Israel tighten the econo- 
mic screws that had been squeez- 
ing Palestinians since the autumn. 
Restrictions on working in Israel 
originally enforced after Arab 


knife attacks on Jews became a 
complete ban. during most of the 
war.' 

The ban has been eased mainly 
to admit labourers needed by 
Israel's construction and citrus 
industries. However, many ex- 
pea a permanent cut in the pre- 
war level of more than , 100.000 
Palestinians earning a living in 
Israel. 

At the same time the Palesti- 
nians are suffering directly from 
the Gulf war. Remittances from 
relatives in Kuwait abruptly en- 
ded last August 2 when Iraq 
invaded. 

They compounded the damage 
by openly siding with Iraq, anger- 
ing the Saudis and other Gulf 
states that formerly dispensed 
funds to Palestinian institutions. 


“They kept thinking that Sad- 
dam would be victorious,” said 


Arafat, PLO face 
turbulent time 


KhalO Mahsbi, principal of the 
Friends School in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah. “You create a 
lie and keep believing ft." 

The open backing of Iraq by 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation has stripped ft of most 
international support, leaving it 
even more undear who could 
represent Palestinians in peace 
talks. 

Both Israelis and Palestinians 
are speculating on a revival of 
attempts to build a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation 
for peace talks. Such efforts may 
be of little consequence as the 
Palestinian side has little power 
to force concessions. 

Shamir's government is deter- 
mined to give no more t h an li- 
mited self-rule to Palestinians and 
is relentlessly tightening its grip 
on the occupied territories 
through Jewish immigration. 

In addition, Israel does not 
expert Washington, with troops 
still in the Golf, to focus first on 


the Palestinian issue. By next 
! . year President Geq^e Bush 
*. could be pre-occupied with his 
^re-election rather than an intract- 
able Middle East problem. 

Washington's leverage over 
Israel is the billions of dollars in 
aid it needs to absorb Soviet 
immigrants. 

However, Shamir delayed re- 
ceiving U.S. loan guarantees of 
S400 million for months rather 
than provide information that 
might be used to slow Jewish 
settlement of the occupied terri- 
tories. 


Shamir, now 76 years old and *; 
arine the end of his career, out 


nearing the end of his career, pot 
control of the occupied land 
above even the needs of the 
hundreds of thousands of Jews 
flooding out of the Soviet Union. 

Joseph AJpher, of the Jaffee 
Centre for Strategic Studies, says 
Shamir’s message had become 
much harder during the Gulf 
crisis and is now unambiguous: 
“On the Palestinian issue don't 
expect any new flexibility from 


By Mona Ziade 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA. Cyprus — Hard rimes 
he ahead for ihc Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation and its chair- 
man, Yasser Arafat, who sup- 
ported Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein nr the Gulf war. 

Iraq he been defeated » the war for 
Kuwait. The oil-rich Gulf Arab 
states have angrily stopped the 
flow of funds for the Palestinian 


cause. 

The PLO's relations with most 
Arab leaders are now soured by 
bostiliiy and distrust and the 
movement itself has been shaken. 

Blit, with the war over, western 
and Arab leaders agree the time 
is ripe for a new drive to settle the 
Palestinian problem, the root of 
conflict in the Middle East for 
more than four decades, 

“All efforts should now be 
deployed with the view of resolv- 
ing the .Arab- Israeli conflict with 
the same rapidity as that which 
settled the Gulf crisis, on the 
basis of international legality," 
declared Yasser Abed Rabbo, a 
member of the PLO's ruling ex- 
ecutive committee m Tunis. 

Achieving an Arab-Isracli 
peace will be the main test for the 
“new world order" President 
George Bush wants to establish. 

That in itself is a political vie- i 
tory for the PLO. which for 23 
years has warned there can be no 
peace in the Middle East until the 
Palestinian issue is resolved. 

But the position of Israel’s 
right-wing government has been 
hardened by tire war and by- 
Arafat's backing for Saddam. 


Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has brought more hardliners into 
his cabinet. The continuing mass 
emigration of hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jews to brad, 
an issue overshadowed by the 
war, will again become a major 
bone of contention. 

Arafat’s backing of Saddam as 
the only Arab leader prepared to 
stand up to Israel also has eroded 
support for peace negotiations 
among some moderates in the 
Jewish state. And Israel may 
expect the United States to back 
it as a reward for staying out of 
the war despite Iraqi missile bom- 
bardments. 

There are differences among. 
the allies over how to tackle the 
Arab- Israeli dispute. The Amer- 
icans broke off a dialogue with 
the PLO last May and show no 
willingness to resume it. 

But France's foreign minister. 
Roland Dumas, declared Thurs- 
day that the PLO is the only 
organisation that can speak for 
the world’s 5 million Palestinians. 

Now the Gulf states are ceasing 
their financial support of the 
PLO. Before Arafat stood with 
Saddam, the PLO was getting 
some $13 million a month from 
the Gulf states, much of which 
bankrolled the 3- year -old Palesti- 
nian uprising in Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The deportation by the Gulf 
states of many of tbc 2 million 
Palestinians who worked there 
has cut off another S8 million to 
$10 million a month in remitt- 



Yasser Arafat 


ances. 

Arafat years ago shrewdly 
made contingency plans for just 


such an emergency by investing 
an estimated $2 billion in Europe, 
Asia. Africa and the Middle East. 
But he's still had to slash the 
PLO's annual S30C-million 
budget by 35 per cent. ’ 

Backing Saddam has left Ara- 
fat himself in a precarious posi- 
tion. Saudi Arabia, once the 
PLO’s main donor, and otber 
Gulf states are not likely to for- 
give what they see as Arafat’s 
betrayal until be is ousted. 

But Arafat has been written off 
many times since he took control 
of the PLO in 1969 and welded it 
into a political and military fence. 

Arab leaders have tried before 
to get rid of him. Some tinned 
their armies on the PLO in the 


1970s to curb the PLO's growing 
power. Egypt and Syria have 
engineered mutinies within the 
PLO. 

Thirteen years ago, Zbignew 
Brzezinski, then national security 
adviser to U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter, declared “bye-bye PLO” 
after Arafat opposed the late 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat's 
peace overture to Israel. 

Arafat was written off again in 
1982 when Israel invaded Leba- 
non, st ripp i n g the PLO of its 
power base and forcing ft to 
disperse its fighters around the 
Arab World. 

A year later, be was fighting 
for his life against Syrian-backed 
radical dissidents opposed to bos 
moves to seek to negotiate with 
Israel xather than continue die 
armed struggle and to bait tenor 
attacks on non- Israeli targets. 

But Arafat has survived be- 
cause of the support he enjoys 
among the vast majority of 
Palestinians. To them, the 60- 
year-old pistol-packing revolu- 
tionary symbolises their struggle 
for a homeland. 

Still, he now will have to face 
what could be his greatest chal- 
lenge without his two most 
trusted advisers. 

Salah KhaJaf, Arafat’s deputy, 
was assassinated in Tunis by a 
renegade bodyguard on the eve 
of the war. Arafat’s military 
chief, Khalil A1 Wazzr, was darn 
by gunmen in Tunis April 16, 
1988. 

The PLO blamed Israel for 
both assassination, which serious- 
ly weakened Arafat's inner circle 
and his operational apparatus. 


Voices of sanity 


To the Editor: 


1 AM a British national, and as such I feel obliged to write to your 
paper to say to as many people in Jordan as possible, how much 
that I, and indeed many other Britons* admire and support the 
stance taken by Jordan in the Gulf war, and in particular the verv 
courageous speech made b> His Majestv Kine Hussein early last 
month (Feb. 6). ' 

Most other nations in the area have been bought off by tire 
Americans with their cheque-book diplomacy, but Jordan to its 
eternal credit has stood out in opposition to the terrible saturation 
bombing campaign that took place aeainst Iraq. 

Sadly, due to the unremitting propaganda of the British media, 
ami-war views in Britain were still a minority, which thev surely 
would not be if the real reasons for the conflict were given a 
proper hearing. 

The troth of the matter is that Britain and America desired war 
against Iraq from the outset, there was no serious attempt to 
LL J £? rfu diplomatic solution to the Kuwait crisis: instead a 
deadhne for war was set and more troops and arms sent oul In fa£ 

ic C tW lh, 1S ? e ” ail,es ” de * ired was a peaceful end to the crisis. 

then?* ^nrt n ihi 1 ^ e . rcma ? ,ed ** niSOn d,fctre for fort£S beiflg; 

for attacking Iraq and toppline Saddam 

riiteTk ’ tombing of Baghdad and other Iraqi towns and 
Sv*triTS l6 act. which I as a British citizen feel- 
s' bew ?t n - d U? !f l aboul: umoId de *th and destruction 
Our Prim* m ,°' d / r to cheap oil for theWest. 

that J ° hn .^ J ®. r cons i s t en tly sought to reassure us 

dearov hv „ fn *L.- ng ? '*!? war ' bul h° w 0311 setting out to 


be coiki'< W.H :.,c^ t- TV *■ P nigrn. anotnerua^ 

m H “ se,n s speech, voicing no doubt the 
l! vasmapnty of people in Jordan, wls the voice of 

SXt a - nd whatever lhe outcome in the Gulf. 

Jordan has won the admiration of manv for its brave stance. 


Neil Clark 
91 Hurst Rise Rd,, 
North Huksey. 
Oxford* 
0x2 9HE 
England 
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PoWs 

(Continued from page 1) 

were taken by Iraq, and that at 
least 60,000 Iraqis were taken 
prisoner. 

Sixty-six allied troops were 
listed as missing — 45 Americans, 
10 Britons, 10 Saudis and one 
Italian — - since the war began 
Jan. 17. • 

Wigger said the Red Cross so 
far did not have any access to the 
other PoWs. 

“We understood this win be 
the beginning of a long process to 
liberate: all the PoWs, the Iraqis 
and the allies," he said. 

Angelo Gnaedinger, Red 
Cross delegate-general for the 
' Middle East and North Africa, 
said all 10 allied soldiers freed 
Monday were found to be in good 
health after a checkup by Red 
Cross doctors. 

The freeing of prisoners was 
among terms agreed to by Iraqi 
commanders in truce talks at an 
air base in southeastern Iraq on 
Sunday, three days after an infor- 
mal ceasefire took hold. 

Under the terms, U.S. forces 
would leave Iraqi territory once a 
permanent ceasefire is signed and 
Iraq has complied with all U.N. 
resolutions, including accepting 
liability for war damages and 
renouncing all claims to Kuwait. 

Baghdad Radio announced la- 
ter Sunday that Iraq had accepted 
United Nations peace conditions. 
In return, die Security Council 
authorised mercy flights into 
Baghdad of food, medicine and 
water purification equipment. 

Despite the halt in hostilities, 
the conflict continued to claim 
lives. U.S. military officials 
announced the deaths of four 
more U.S. soldiers in a helicopter 
crash in northern Saudi Arabia 
on Saturday. 

France begins 
pullout today 

France will start withdrawing 
its forces from the Gulf Tuesday 
.when a first flight of four Jaguar 
fighter-bombers return from 
Saudi Arabia to their home base 
at Toul east of Paris, an air force 
spokesman said. 

The withdrawal of more than 
50 French planes and about 120 
helicopters will take place in 
stages with the last aircraft due 
bade around September, the 
spokesman said. • . 

President Francois Mitterrand 
said Sunday that French ground 

troops atajx returning in April 

and all 16,0 00 men who partifii' 1 
pated in the conflict would tie 
back by the autumn. ** 

In London, Defence Secretary 
Tom King said he (fid not expect 
Britain to keep ground troops in 
the Gulf as part of any interna- 
tional peacekeeping force, but 
added that some British naval or 
air forces might stay on. 

King, asked during a television 
interview in Kuwait what British 
forces might be stationed on a 
more permanent basis, said: "We 
don't envisage having any ground 
forces here in the Gulf in any 
particular country. 

“It’s quite possible that we'd 
see the need for maintaining a 
navy presence,” be told the Brit- 
ish Broadcasting Corporation. 
“The question of the RAF (Royal 
Air Force), that’s something that 
we’re looking at as well.” 

King, visiting British forces in 
the region, said the withdrawal of 
the 40,000 British troops could 
start “two weeks after we’re sure 
of- the ceasefire." 

Ibrahim 

(Continued from page 1) 

deep-rooted tradition, and its 
symbol — the leader of the 
march, under those auspicious' 
leadership we enjoy a standing 
envied by those near and far.” 

Ibrahim told the group that the 
“grand victory achieved against 
the most tyrannical forces of evil 
and crime in the world is a great 
honour for us, but martyrdom for 
its sake is a greater honour.” 

Iran's official Islamic Republic* 
news agency, monitored in Nico- 
sia, reported five explosions at 
midday in Basra. It said refugees 
fleeing the violence were stream- 
ing into Iran across the border at 
Shalamcheb. 

Iraqi opposition sources in 
Damascus, Syria, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said Ira- 
qi Shi’ite are sending fighters into 
Basra. 

They said the Shi'ites, who 
make up 55 per cent of the Iraqi 
population, have asked the Kur- 
dish minority to smuggle guerril- 
las into northern Iraq, forcing 
Saddam to divide his loyal forces 
for fighting on two fronts. Sad- 
dam* and most of his inner circle 
are Sunni Muslims. 

The sources in Damascus also 
said that some Iraqi Shi'ite clerics 
who have been living in exile for 
more than 20 years plan to return 
to Basra in the next few days to 
deliver their Friday sermons 
there. 

Earlier, refugees fleeing Iraq 
told reporters in Iran that Sad- 
dam’s eldest son.kJdai. was killed 
in the battle, along with a provin- 
cial governor and the mayor of 
Basra, according to Iran's official 
Islamic Republic News Agency. 

An Iraqi opposition leader in 


Damascus, Syria, also reported 
the killings Sun day _ of the gov- 
ernor and mayor in the reported 
uprising. Die leader did not men- 
tion Saddam's son Udai. 

The Iranian agency said the 
refugees reported government 
forces were using tanks and heavy 
weapons to battle the rebels. It 
said the sound of explosions 
could be heard 25 mfles away in 
the Iranian city of Kborramshahr. 

The agency said some people 
were wounded in the clashes. 

The reports could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

The news agency reported five 
explosions over 25 minutes at 
midday rocked Basra and its sub- 
urbs. The violent explosions 
could be heard on the Iranian 
side of the border. 

The cause of the explosions 
was not immediately known, the 
news agency said. 

Quoting an Iraqi refugee who 
identified himself as Oud Jalil 
Sekar from Tanuma, the news 
agency said Iraqi soldiers bad 
broken into army warehouses to 
Basra and distributed food and 
other supplies to the local popula- 
tion. 

Sekar told the news agency that 
he walked from southern Iraq 
into Iran and on his way saw 
many old men and women as well 
as many children on the road to 
die border. 

He added that allied forces had 
begun handing over the bodies of 
Iraqi soldiers killed in action to 
the people of Basra for burial. 

U.S. military sources said 7,000 
soldiers were recalled to Bagh- 
dad, apparently to protect Sad- 
dam. The U.S. military sources 
said Saddam had ordered two " 
mechanised brigades from the 
Turkish and Iranian borders to 
the capital. 

Iraq’s official radio portrayed 
Saddam as maintaining a firm 
hold on power. Baghdad Radio 
said he met with the ruling Re- 
volutionary Command Conned 
and the Baatb Party regional 
command, to discuss “the latest 
developments in the political 
situation.” No details of the 
meeting were provided. 

Iraqi officials have not com- 
mented on the reports of unrest. 

Mohammad Baqer A1 Hakim 
told reporters that Basra's gov- 
ernor was killed in the revolt. 
Retreating soldiers and low-rank 
officers of Saddam's army had 
joined the people. 

“The popular forces in the up- 
rising have destroyed 100 tanks 
but casualties are and tanfcc ! 
attack the people.” saidDakim, 
52, head ' of the TehxaiLfbased'. 
Supreme Assembly of the Islamic 
Revolution m Iraq (SAIRI). 

Pardon 

(Continued from page 1) 

“They (planes) carried out de- 
liberate and fabricated air viola- 
tions during which they broke the 
sound barrier over Baghdad and 
the govemorates,” Baghdad 
Radio quoted him as saying in a 
statement. 

“The aim of these provocative 
operations is to terrorise the 
citizens. They conflict with the 
concept of the cessation of war 
and the (U.N.) Security Council 
resolution,” he added. 

Iraq Sunday accepted all allied 
terms for a ceasefire which is still 
to be signed by the two sides. 

Baghdad residents, their 
nerves still frayed by six weeks of 
heavy aerial bombing and missile 
attacks, said the booms triggered 
fears the allies bad resumed hosti- 
lities. 

U.S. military officials have said 
allied warplanes would continue 
to overfly Iraq despite the sus- 
pension of offensive operations 
last week. 

Life in Baghdad has started to 
return to normal after electricity 
i was restored to some parts of the 
capital and other Iraqi cities on 
Sunday night. 

Baghdad Radio stopped broad- 
casting inflamatory patriotic 
songs and were replaced by love 
songs by Lebanese and Egyptian 
singers. 

It carried repeated instructions 
by the education ministry advis- 
ing students to return on Satur- 
day to schools closed since the 
Gulf war began on Jan. 17. 

Arafat 

(Continued from page I) 

dined to state a clear position on 
whether it wanted to see Arafat 
replaced before resuming finan- 
cial backing. 

Die oil-rich kingdom, furious 
at Arafat's support for Iraq, cut 
its financial backing to the FLO 
soon after the Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait 

A Reuters report last Thursday 
quoted diplomats and political 
analysts as saying Saudi Arabia 
wanted Arafat replaced. 

“All that was mentioned in the 
analysis... is... unfounded,” a 
Saudi official said late on Sunday, 
referring to the report 

The state-run Saudi Press 
Agency quoted the official as 
denying another Western news 
agency report that Saudi Arabia 
has promised to resume its finan- 
cial backing. 


Iran to play key post-war 
role, edges towards U.S. 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus — Iran has 
made substantial gains in the Gulf 
crisis and will play a key role in 
reshaping die region's political 
future. It even shows signs of 
moving towards a new rela- 
tionship with the United States. 

The war provided President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani with a gol- 
den opportunity to accelerate his 
efforts to build bridges with the 
West and Iran's Arab neigh- 
bours, to end Iran’s isolation and 
crank up the economy. 

By staying neutral in the con- 
flict essentially between two 
countries Iran has long consi- 
dered hostile, Rafsanjani used 
the crisis to gain leverage with the 
allies and build up credit for the 
postwar horse-trading. 

His boldest stroke came on 
Feb. 5. when he offered to medi- 
ate in the crisis and declared what 
would once have been heresy in 
Tehran. — He was prepared to 
talk to the Americans “if neces- 
sary.” 

Rafsanjani thus signalled his 
readiness to “overturn one of the 
fundamental principles of Ira- 
nian foreign policy” since the 
1979 Islamic revolution, said 
veteran Middle East analyst 
Charles Snow. 

Secretary of State James A. 
Baker acknowledged the next day 
that “Iran, as a major power in 
the Gulf... could have an impor- 
tant part to play... the building a 
reinforced network of new and 
strengthened security ties” in the 
region. 

Arab diplomats said U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bush later sent a 
message to Rafsanjani, although 
its contents were not known. 

In addition, French President 
Francois Mitterrand telephoned 
Rafsanjani and spoke with him 
for two hours, the first time he 
had talked to an Iranian leader 
since the revolution. 

France's foreign minister. Ro- 
land Dumas, later stressed: “Iran 
will have an important role to 
play in the postwar negotiations.” 

Representative Lee Hamilton, 


who chairs the House of Repre- 
sentatives subcommittee on the 
Middle East, noted last month 
that the United States “should be 
receptive to efforts to establish 
new and better ties when (Iran) is 
willing to settle outstanding 
issues." 

He was referring to the western 
hostages, including six Amer- 
icans, held by pro-Iranian Shi’ite 
Muslim extremists in Lebanon 
and the issue of billions of dollars 
of Iranian assets frozen in the 
United States since 1979. 

Snow noted: “It could well be 
that the war will mark the end of 
Tehran’s 11-year flirtation with 
revolutionary extremist and the 
emergence of Iran as an influen- 
tial and respected player on both 
the regional and international 
scenes.” 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


For sure, the restoration of 
relations between Tehran and 
Washington, severed by U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter in 1979, 
will not happen overnight. 

But in the new climate of prag- 
matism prevailing in Iran today 
under Rafsanjani, such a de- 
velopment is clearly now a dis- 
tinct if still-distant possibility. 

Rafsanjani is as ideologically 
committed to the Islamic revolu- 
tion as any other Iranian leader. 
But he understands that no coun- 
try can remain as isolated as Iran 
has been and survive. 

“It’s a tribute to Rafsanjani’s 
political skills... that he has man- 
aged to put Iran in a position 
which is as favourable towards 
the coalition as anyone in the. 
alliance could have hoped, with 
scarcely a murmur of dissent from 
his radical opponents.” Snow 
noted. 

Since the death of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, the Islamic 
republic's revolutionary founder, 
Rafsanjani has steadily revised 
ideology to suit political necessity 
and pushed fundamentalism into 
the background. 

Rafsanjani has over the last 


two years steadily gained control 
of the centres of power in Tehran. 
He has largely marginalised :he 
radicals and' whittled down 
opposition to bis policies. 

But there remains an ambiva- 
lence towards the United States. 
Iranians are suspicious of U.S. 
intentions in the region and fear 
the Americans will seek to ex- 
pand their influence, particularly 
over Gulf oil. 

On Sunday, Rafsanjani warned 
the United States against station- 
ing forces in the Gulf or attemp- 
■ ting to sponsor a security arrange- 
ment. 

Iran believes the Americans 
intend to maintain a sizeable 
military presence in the region for 
some time, despite Bush's prom- 
ises that U.S. forces would be 
withdrawn as soon as possible 
once Kuwait was liberated. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said Saturday that a car- 
ried battle group and a “robust 
air presence” will likely be kept 
in the Gulf. But be stressed that 
Washington wants to avoid a 
“politically objectionable” pre- 
sence. 

Ritual condemnation of the' 
Americans still issues from 
Tehran. Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, Khomeini’s succes- 
sor, on Saturday branded Bush 
“the most hated man” for Mus- 
lims. 

But analysts believe Khamenei 
regularly ’ spouts such anti- 
American . rhetoric to mollify 
Iran's radicals rather than by way 
of espousing official policy. - 

For their part, the Americans 
would not like to see Iran fill the 
power vacuum in the postwar 
period now that Iraq has been 
humbled. 

But Baker's Feb. 6 statement ■ 
showed that Washington acknow- 
ledges that there can be no lasting 
stability in the Gulf without Ira- 
nian participation. 

.Although Rafsanjani parlayed 
with Baghdad during the crisis, 
few Iranians shed any tears while 
Saddam humiliated and defeated. 
Iraq's military bad come out of 
the 1980-888 Iran-Iraq war in far 
better shape than Iran's. 


Penury, homelessness, decay 
shatter German’s unity dreams 


By Mark Heinrich 
Reuter 

G RIMMA, Germany — A wall 
plaque in a restaurant in die 
dilapidated east German town of 
Grinuna reads, and out of the 

chaos a voice said to me. 'smile, it 
could be worse.’ And I smiled, 
and it got worse.” 

Some diners read the plaque 
and grimace. Five months after 
German unification, east Ger- 
man’s dreams of affluence have 
been crushed by the reality of 
impoverishment and decay as 
west Germans get ever richer . 

Almost one in three east Ger- 
mans are out of work, their old 
Communist industries flattened 
by western competition. 

Hundreds of thousands now 
wake before dawn, ride a bus for 
up to four hours into west Ger- 
many, perform a day’s menial 
labour in a modern factory arid 
return borne exhausted after 
nightfall. 

They are “guest workers" ;in 
their own country. The former 
inter-German border they cro*;s 
was once the iron curtain. Now 
critics call it the “prosperity cur- 
tain.” 

In Leipzig, the industrial city 
where the 1989 revolution that 
led to union with the wes£ 
erupted, homeless people sleep ir.i 
heated railway coaches parked in 
the cavernous main station. 

Young women take up pros- 
titution for lack of legitimate 
work. Unemployed rightwing 
thugs beat up Asians and Afri- 
cans, many of whom were 
brought to east Germany as guest 
workers by the former Commun- 
ist government. 

In Grimma, a small town near 
Leipzig, itinerant west German, 
entrepreneurs dominate the daily' 
street market and many former 
state-owned retail stores are in 
West German hands — a scene 
repeated throughout the east. 

So the money goes west and 
the east stays poor. Potential east 
■German tax revenues are reaped 
in the west. 

Development has become a 
fantasy for local governments re- 
duced to fending off bankruptcy 


with handouts from the Bonn 
government. 

“(Chancellor Helmut) Kohl 
waged a lot of his December 
election campaign in the east and 
it was moving for us to be a part 
of it,” said Lutz Langhardt, a 
regional administrator. 

“He promised prosperity for all 
and there was so much pent-up 

anticipation here. Now we see we 

are only a sales market for west 
German goods,” he said. 

“West Germany is booming off 
us. Are wc heading for a Ger- 
many with two distinct societies, 
•rich and poor?” 

Yvette Praedel. a Grimma wai- 
tress, spoke for many in saying 
she never expected the east to . 
catch up with the west quickly but 
could not imagine it falling back 
so far so fast. 

“I feel ignored by the wessies 
(west Germans). They just did 
not recognise how much help we 
needed to adjust to capitalism,” . 
she said while listlessly clearing * 
tables. 

Steffi Fichtner, 45, a single 
mother threatened with unem- 
ployment after her kindergarten 
stopped receiving state subsidies, 
burst into tears as she railed 
against west German arrogance. 

“The wessies just think, well, 
.we helped the ossies (east Ger- 
mans) out of their communist 
prison and now they should take 
whatever we give them,’” she 
said. “We’re just second-class 
citizens. ’’ 

Many east Germans have felt 
that way since west Germans 
began taking over the economy 
and prescribing social changes en 
route to east Germany’s formal 
absorption by west Germany. 

East Germany is now officially 
known as the “five new federal 
states,” as if its history began on 
October 3, 1990. It is also called 
“the accession area” by dismis- 
sive west Germans. 

Polls show a plunge in west 
German sympathy for east Ger- 
mans. For many, the east Ger- 
man revolutionaries of 1989 are 
now an opportunistic, faceless 
proleteriat who demand affluence 
without working for it. 

The stereotype east German is 


seen as a lazy, unskilled wgffcgf 
without initiative — not a summ- 
ing assumption after 40 yean of 
communism where jots were 
guaranteed no matter how super* 
fluous and the state dictated ev- 
ery aspect of life. 

For many west Germans, east 
Germany remains an uninviting 
and strange east bloc country. 

“Oh. we wouldn’t think of 
travelling in east Germany as 
long as it's so run-down, dirty and 
lacking in basic services like good 
hotels and nice restaurants.” a 
Heidelberg interior designer told 
a Berlin relative who invited her 
to a visit. 

Some commentators say east 
Germans forfeited west German 
respect after renouncing Com- 
munism and throwing themselves 
into the arms of the west without 
pausing to learn the art of getting 
ahead in a competitive society. 

For their part, west German’s 
aloofness to east Germans in 
need is attributed by political 
analysts to the decay of national 
pride after Germany’s World 
War II defeat and subsequent 
division. 

“Because our national feeling 
is so weak, the most vital element 
is missing — an emotional share 
in the difficulties of our compat- 
riots and tasting readiness to 
help.” the influential west Ger- 
man weekly Die Zeii said. 

West German officials for 
months resisted the bailout de- 
mands of destitute east German 
governments in order to avoid 
forcing tax increases on the west’s 
prosperous economy. 

This fiscal fight was defused 
last month after Bonn admitted it 
had ’underestimated the cost of 
German unity and unveiled tax 
increases. 

'■Die Zeit commented: “Almost 
every west German had some- 
thing more urgent in their head in 
1990 than unification. Two Ger- 
man states had become almost 
self-evident for most. 

“They were totally satisfied 
with their own federal republic. 
They did not need east Germany. 
And if they were supposed to 
unify, then please do it according 
to their standards and. if possible, 
to their own advantage.” 



(Contfaroed from page 1) 

Also Monday, Police Minister 
Roni Mflo said police had taken 
additional steps to insure the 
safety of Jews living in Jeru- 
salem’s old city following the 
stabbing murder of a Jewish semi- 
nary student last Wednesday. 

Several Palestinians have been 
arrested for questioning in the 
incident, which occurred in the 
Muslim quarter of the old city. 

The slaying broke a lull in fetal 
attacks by Palestinians during the 
Gulf war. 

“We have put more forces 
there... and put into effect new 
and efficient methods,” Milo told 
Israel radio. “We will use all the 
means and act firmly in order to 
prevent snch incidents.” 

Milo said more than 121 
Palestinians had been arrested in 
Jerusalem in the past week, but 
did not say why. 

A representative of the Ateret 
Cohanhn Seminary, where the 
murdered man had studied, told 
parliament's interior committee 
on Monday that Jews living in the 
old dty should be allowed to 
carry personal weapons. 


Matityahu -Cohen told' Israel 
radio that police needed, to im- 
pose hardier punishments on 
Palestinians to prevent crimes. 
He suggested curfews, confiscat- 
ing homes and deporting stone 
throwers. 

The seminary is headquartered 
in the Muslim quarter of the old 
dty and seeks to buy Arab prop- 
erty to convert it to Jewish use. 

GCC 

(Continued from page 1) 

detainees and reparations have 
been settled. 

GCC ministers reaffirmed sup- 
port for efforts by Arab and other 
states to convene an international 
peace conference on the Palesti- 
nian problem. They insisted on 
the Palestinian people’s right to 
self-determination and an inde- 
pendent state. But they did not 
mention the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation as leader of the 
Palestinian people. 

Tbe communique also said the 
council pledges tn foster ties 
among the Arab countries on 
basis of tbe Arab League charter. 

They expressed gratitude to the 


United States, Britain' ^France, 
Canada and other.. Western and 
Third World nations that helped 
in the military campaign that 
ended the seven-month occupa- 
tion of the GCC member state. 

Egypt's Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid left Mon- 
day for Syria where he will attend 
a meeting with his counterparts 
from the GCC and Syria to dis- 
cuss post-war security arrange- 
ments for the region. 

The government-run Middle 
East News Agency said the eight 
countries, the principle Arab 
members of tbe anti-Iraqi 
alliance, are expected to 
announce after their two-day 
meeting a joint security plan for 
the Gulf. 

Tbe ministers will also discuss a 
framework for economic coop- 
eration between Egypt, Syria and 
the wealthy members of tbe 
GCC. 

The meeting in the Syrian 
capital Damascus is the second 
between foreign ministers of the 
eight countries. They met last 
month in Cairo where they 
agreed on a formula for their 
security and economic well-being 
after tbe Gulf war. 


.Kuwait 
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petent ministers. 

“We don’t believe there is a. 
way to rebuild Kuwait without 
democracy," said Saad A1 HashiL 
a dean at Kuwait university. 

He argued that the invasion of 
Kuwait was in part dne to a lack 
of a democratic process and that 
the ordeal through which the 
country had passed would push 
the country towards a more liber- 
al system. 

“Die people are not willing to 
go back to the old era (before the? 
war),” said Iman, a young 
woman active in the resistance 
who gave only her first name. 
“People want parliament re- 
turned and they want free news- 
papers.” 

She cited foreign news broad- 
casts jast prior to the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
invasion reporting the massing of 
300,000 Iraqi troops along 
Kuwait’s borders while the gov- 
ernment assured citizens that the 
crisis with Baghdad had been 
resolved. 

The crown prince serves as 
prime minister in a cabinet which, 
includes six royal family members 
in the 22-man line-up. Tbe depu- 


ty prime minister is also an A1 
Sabah. 

Priority for anti-Iraq workers 

Meanwhile Kuwait’s labour un- 
ion chief said on Monday workers 
from countries in the anti-Iraq 
alliance should be given prefer- 
ence in rebuilding the emirate. 

“It is important to lay down 
specific regulations to (foreign 
manpower) by giving priority to 
Brorkers from countries that took, 
positive attitudes towards the 
Kuwaiti cause,” tbe Kuwaiti 
News Agency (KUNA) quoted 
Hayef Issam A1 Ajami as saying. 

Young Kuwaitis must be en- 
couraged to accept technical jobs 
and not “limit themselves to cler- 
ical and administrative tasks.” he 
said. 

“Excess (foreign) manpower 
could cause internal and external 
problems.” 

Kuwaiti nationals represented 
only 40 per cent of Kuwait's total 
pre-invasion population of 
around two million, including 
some 400.000 Palestinians. 

Ajami did not spell out wbat 
would happen to the 170.000 
Palestinians who stayed in 
Kuwait after Iraq’s Aug. 2 inva- 
sion. Some were accused of col- 
laborating with Iraq. 


French ministers in Kuwait 

..Also Monday, two French gov- 
ernment ministers arrived in 
Kuwait city to discuss French 
participation in the reconstruc- 
tion of the emirate, the foreign 
ministry said in Paris. 

It said Budget Minister Michel 
Charasse and junior Foreign 
Minister Thieny de Beauce were 
in the Kuwaiti capital for “econo- 
mic and political discussions.” 

Charasse and de Beauce are 
the first government ministers io 
travel to Kuwait from the allied 
coalition that liberated Kuwait 
last week, French officials said. 

They met Kuwaiti leaders in 
the Saudi Arabian town of Taif 
on Sunday before travelling on to 
Kuwait city. 

Philippines to reopen embassy 

The Philippines will send a 
five-member diplomatic team to 
Kuwait to reopen the embassy 
there and document possible 
atrocities against Filipino work- 
ers. a government official said 
Monday. 

Foreign Undersecretary Manu- 
el Yan told reporters tbe team 
would leave as soon as M anila 
received clearance from Kuwaiti 
authorities. 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
lit Jordan 

istOrde, Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily 12$Q-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Mfdjiight 

TmL 638968 



f ^4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments^ 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 


" Also many lots of land are 

available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, - 
L 810520__J 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 


CALL SOHA 
AT 


DDQ 9 D 


Saadi Real Estate 
687821/22 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Senrick 
Develop your odour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phete 
stem 30% larger 

• Freer enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cat 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Amman’s 
^exclusive gift sho 
Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, light! 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
•crystalware et< 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 




/ CHEN’S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

X 6:30- Midnight / 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Deity 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30 -fl. 30 pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 


.4 

.nlfaptJ-g-U 

The Regency Ptaktct Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 

ife 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DADOTEL 

ih£«l»|l= 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 
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6 Sports _ 

John beats kid-brother in Seles clinches no. 1 ranking 

a ~,C -Mh HJi mm ‘ PALM SPRINGS, California (R) “I definitely think I deserve it. 

Dr 'Oi^E^E K.tB> 111 VtfftftCr mcisnruea — Monica Seles ofYugoslavia It would be a great feeling to do it 


CHICAGO (API — John found 
no particular joy in beating youn- 
ger brother Patrick in the battle 
of the McEnroes. 

"*I have incredibly mixed emo- 
tions right now." John McEnroe 
said after his victory. "Every 
emotion you can imagine was 
there ... from worrying to how 
he's doing, to worrying that he 
might beat you." 

Six years ago. John buried Pat- 
rick t*-2. h-i in a tournament at 
Stratton. Vermont. This time. 
32-year old John, down j set, 
struggled to a 3-ft. tv 2. b-4 victory 
over Patrick, 24. in the final of 
the Volvo indoor. 

Patrick was in charge after win- 
ning the first set but John called 
on his experience and an array of 
shots to square the match. 

John -.aid after he dropped the 
first set his feelings about himself 
were not very positive. 

"Where was the nearest build- 
ing to jump off" was what came 
to mind, the elder McEnroe said. 

Patrick, ranked 51st in the 
world so John's 19th. had another 
chance in the third set when he 
took advantage of unforced 
errors to break John's service to 
lead 2-t*. 

John used passing shots to 
break back in the third game, 
however, held serve to even the 
match and took (he lead with 
another break in the fifth game. 


John put the title away when, 
on match point, he converted 
Patrick's service return into a 
passing shot. 

At several points during the 
match John showed frustration 
over line calls. But he exercised 
unusual restraint, keeping his ex- 
plosive temper in check. 

■‘I felt it was very important in 
this situation not to take away 
from my victory or my defeat 
with an emotional outburst," he 
said. 

The opponents’ father, John 
Sr., said he was pleased by the 
pleasantness of the match/ 

“It was the kind of match I 
wanted them to have." he said, 
adding that he wasn't rooting for 
either son. 

“I meant what 1 said before the 
match, there isn't going to be a 
loser." 

Their mother Kaye, stayed 
home in New York because she 
was too nervous to watch them 
play. John said. He said he asked 
her to come, but she said “art- 
you kidding." 

John got his 77th career 
tournament victory, and denied 
Patrick his first, in thu 
third men's final involving 
brothers. Gene Mayer beat San- 
dy Mayer at Stockholm in 19S1 
and Emilio Sanchez beat Javier 
Sanchez at Madrid in 19S7. 

Patrick said he thought he play- 


ed well in the match, adding he 
did not enjoy it much. 

*‘I wasn't nervous, but I never 
felt comfortable either," he said. 
“I never felt I wanted to win real 
bad, like I have at other tourna- 
ments. 

“I tried to win each point, but 
overall I was not as intense. I do 
not hope to get another chance to 
beat him.” 

John McEnroe, a former no. 1 
player who counts four U.S. 
Open and three Wimbledon tides 
among his achievements, hadn't 
won a North American Toum- 
ment since the GTE Cham- 
pionships at Indianapolis in Au- 
gust 1989. 

Patrick had said the one con- 
solation would be that, win or 
lose, his world ranking would 
improve. 

Patrick broke John’s serve in 
the opening game of the match, 
taking a 1-0 lead when John 
double-faulted. John had a 
chance to even the match in the 
sixth game after taking a 0-10 
lead. But Patrick made it 30-10 
with volleys at the net, got the 
advantage with consecutive ser- 
vice winners and jumped ahead 
4-2 when John put a service re- 
turn into the net. 

Patrick won the set when John 
double-faulted on set point. John 
broke Patrick's service mice in 
winning the second set. 


PALM SPRINGS. California (R) 
— Monica Seles of Yugoslavia 
made certain she will end the 
record reign of Steffi Graf as 
women’s world number one by 
beating Canadian Helen Kelesi 
6-0 6-3 to reach the final of the 
Virginia Slims of Palm Springs 
Tennis Tournament. 

Seles won two matches Sunday 
to reach Monday's final of the 
rain-delayed tournament against 
second seed Martina Navratilova 
and guarantee she would over- 
take Graf, whose reign of 185 
consecutive week is the longest 
ever in tennis. 

For the 17-year-old Yugoslav, 
the formal claiming of the crown 
is just a matter of time. 

Seles will become number one 
Tuesday if she defeats Navratilo- 
va for the Slims title. If Seles 
loses she will become number one 
on March 12 since Graf can not 
earn enough points this week at 
the Florida Women's Tourna- 
ment to retain her tide even if she 
wins the tournament. 

Seles said she wants to claim 
the women’s crown as soon as 
possible. 


“I definitely think I deserve it. 
It would be a great feeling to do it 
by beating Martina. It’s better 
than waiting for next week.” 
Seles said. 

Before beating Kelesi, the top- 
seeded Seles eliminated Patricia 
Hy 7-5 6-2 in the quarter-finals as 
both rounds had to be played 
Sunday after rain washed out 
programmes from Wednesday 
until Saturday. 

Defending champion Martina 
Navratilova outplayed seventh 
seed Nathalie Tauziat of France 
6-3 7-6 (7-3) in the other semifin- 
al. Navratilova beat another 
French woman, 15 th seed Julie 
Halard, 6-2 7-5 in the quarters. 

Seles won the first nine games 
against Kelesi, wearing the Cana- 
dian down by hitting her shots to 
the corners of the court and 
making Kelesi work just to stay in 
the points- 

Kelesi, who beat American 
Peanut Louie-Harper 6-4 3-6 6-2 
in her quarter-final, said she was 
exhausted from playing two 
matches. “I really didn't have any 
energy.” Kelesi said. 



Monica Seles 


Sabatini returns to action in Florida 


Gullit shines as AC Milan 
returns to form right on time 


Reuters 

RUL'D Gullit, saddened after 
whJ! mny have been his last tussle 
with Diego Maradona, stood out 
Sunday as AC Milan hit their 
stride in the Italian Soccer 
League right on time. 

The Dutch midfielder scored 
the wcond goal a-. Miian tim- 
bered up for a European Cup 
quarter-final first leg against 
Marseille of France by thrashing 
champions Napoli 4*1 
"Make no mistake, this is, the 
Real Milan.” said coach Arrigo 
Sacchi, delighted by his team’s 
timc!> return to form. 

Marseille meanwhile took a big 
step towards a third successive 
title by beating Monaco 1-0 to go 
sit points clear. In the Nether- 
lands. Brazilian Romano scored 
four goals as leaders PSV Ein- 


dhoven beat struggling 
Feyenoord 6-0. 

Elsewhere shocks were the 
order of the weekend, with 
Bayern Muninch losing thirir 
Bundesliga lead to Werder Be- 
men after an amazing 1-0 heme 
defeat to lbth-placed Hamburg 
St. Pauli and Spanish champions 
Real Madrid losing 1-0 to io’vlv 
Cadiz. 

The German championship 
race, one of the most exciting for 
years, drew added spice from 
Eintrach Frankfurt’s dramatic 4-3 
home win over Kaiserslautern, 
who have a game in hand. 

With Milan now third tn ItsJy. 
just one point behind rivals Inter- 
nozionaJc and Sampdoria, both 
Gullit and Sacchi paid tribute to 
the career of Napoli’s Argentine 
captain. 

v Maradona has- said he will 


Merson gives Arsenal a 
psychological edge 


LONDON (R) — Paul Merson. 
v.’fcr «»1 i he goal which sank 
Lmcipx'l Sunday to give Arsenal 
a psx etiological edge in the race 
for The English Soccer League 
title, says hie is lucky to still be 
w;fh the club 

The ?2->eai-«»!J sinker has 
Seen (rung to live down a reputa- 
tion ««s a heavy dunkci and hel- 
Iratscr. which he admit'- almost 
wrecked his caieci 

•’ \ rear ago « was ail happen- 
ing nit the held and 1 was d«*ing 
nothing on n It w.v, a mchtmair 
Mi rarer t was going downhill I 
shouldn't % t,H hf here.' 1 sjid Mcr- 
s**n. who has a comicTion tor 
drunk -driving 

■'The K*ss pulled me aside and 
told rut it was ,i make nr break 
tint for me Hr gave me another 
change and I haten'r looked 
back 

Mcrson’s r»r»th- mi nun* winner 
turned him into Arsenal's heto as 
the London chib bear Liscrpo.il 
for The srciwid time tins season 


and mosed three points dear of 
the defending champions at the 
top of the league. 

The Arsenal striker has worked 
hard on ins game in training arid 
is reaping the rewards with 14 
goals already, twice as many .is 
last season when ho struggled so 
hold down a first team place 

He is three goals behind Arsen- 
al scorer. Alan Smith, who linked 
with Merson in a defence - 
splitting one-two to set up Sun- 
day's winner and inflict Liver- 
pool's first home defeat of the 
season 

"At las: I've matured now I'v? 
grown up and married and have a 
baby bov . At last I’ve wi mv ai;t 
together " 

Manager George said: "Faul is 
pl.ivmg with a lot more con'i- 
ilcncc, 'ike a lot of our plavcis 
last season wc had a hangov*r 
from winning the championship 
bu: this season we've got To work 
again." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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Brch vulnerable North deals. 
NORTH 

* \ J 9 5 3 2 
7 A 5 2 

. ST J 

* 6 


WEST EAST 

♦ 07* ♦ K B 4 

; y j in * 6 o 

: q J * 1 6 : 4 ; 

* » B 5 5 ♦ S 1 

SOUTH 
♦ 10 
:S97 
: A 10 5 
♦ K Q J 9 4 2 
The bidding; 

North East Soaih West 

1 ♦ hue ! * Pass 

2 ♦ hi 3 NT Pan 

Pas* Pam 

Opening lead: Quern of 
When it comes in finessing, you 
can almost always tell the difference 
between an expert and a neophyte. 
The liner takes a finesse on many 
bands that the expert would spam, 
ypt often fails lo lake a finesse that 
is vital. 

The auction was over quite quick- 
ly, Whh ■ source of tricks in hand 
and the equivalent of an opening bid 
faring a partner who had opened. 
South was content to contract for 
nine tricks at no trump as soon as he 
learned his partner probably held a 


leave Napoli and Italy at the end 
of the season and he reinforced 
the view Sunday. 

“Everybody will miss Diego, 
those who love and those who 
hate him.” said Gullit sadly. 
‘When he retires, we will all lose 
a great player, one who has given 
us so wonderful moments.” 

Sacchi. joining in the general 
praise, wen; one step further and 
said Maradona had been “even 
greater than Pele.” 

Sampdoria. Milan’s next 
league opponents and also pre- 
paring for European action 
Wednesday, were unhappy to 
have dropped a vital point in their 
1-1 away draw with Atalanta. 

"If Vlalli had scored when he 
was left with only the goalkeeper 
to beat, we would have finished 
the game there and then.” said 
coach Vujadjn Boskov, ref erri ng 
to chances missed by striker 
Gianluca Vialli with the score 1-0 
to Sampdoria. 

Atalanta. who play lntema- 
zionale in the UEFA Cup, may 
have been encouraged by their 
opponents' 1-0 win over Pisa. 

“We had more than our share 
of good fortune. Pisa deserved to 
draw ," said Inter coach Giovanni 
Trapattoni. 

Juvenuis may have felt they 
were also cheated by their 1-0 
defeat to Lazio but the scoreline 
was sweet revenge for Dino Zoff, 

! the Italian World Cup-winning 
i goalkeeper who joined Lazio af- 
j ter losing his job as Juvenrus 
! coach las: season. 


BOCA RATON. Florida (AP) — 
Gabriela Sabatini says the ba- 
lance at the top of the field for 
this week’s Virginia Slims of Flor- 
ida reflects the current competi- 
tiveness in her sport. 

“Now is the best moment in 
women's tennis." die Argentine 
player said. “There aren't only 
two or three players at the top, 
but many. The players are stron- 
ger and smarter on the court." 

Last year's Grand Slam cham- 
pionships were divided four ways: 
Sabatini won the U.S. Open for 
her first Grand Slam title, Marti- 
na Navratilova won a record 
ninth title, Monica Seles took the 
French Open and Steffi Graf 
captured the Australian Open. 

Sabatini is seeded behind Graf 
in this week's $500,000 Virginia 
Slims of Florida Tournament, 
scheduled to begin Monday at the 
polo club Boca Raton. Mary Joe 
Fernandez is seeded third and 
14-year-old Jennifer Capriati 

Christie 
breaks 60 m 
record 

GLASGOW, Scotland (AP) — 
Linford Christie prefeis to do bis 
talking on the track.. .. . _ 

The British sprinter won a 60-metre 
showdown with American Andre 
Cason and led a relay team to a 
world record Sunday, estab- 
lishing himself as the top sprinter 
entering this weekend’s World 
Indoor Championships. 

But he refused to speak to 
reporters after his victory over 
Cason and launched into a tirade 
against the British press after 
leading the 800-roetre relay team 
to an indoor record of 1 minute, 
22.11 seconds. 

“You say I’m too old. You say 
I’m too ambitious," said the 30- 
year-old Christie, a silver medall- 
ist in the 100 metres at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics. 


fourth. 

Seles and Navratilova are skip- 
ping the event. 

If the seeds hold form, the 
semifinals will pit Graf against 
Fernandez and Sabatini against 
Capriati. 

A year ago, Capriati reached 
the final in her professional debut 
before losing to Sabatini 6-1, 7-5. 
This year, Capriati is ranked 10th 
in the world and Sabatini figures 
the promising teen-ager will feel 
the weight of high expectations. 

“Now it’s different," Sabatini 
said. “She's in the top 10 and is 
going to feel the pressure." 

Sabatini has fond memories of 
the Virginia Slims of Florida, in 
part because she defeated Graf 
for the first time in the 1988 final. 


winner of Monday's match be- 
tween Ann Grossman and Karin 
Kschwendt. 

Sabatini. who just returned to 
Key Biscayne. Florida, after a 
month's break in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, said she feels rested, 
eager to play and confident. In 
her last tournament, in early 
February, she defeated Graf, 
Fernandez and Navratilova to 
capture an indoor event in 
Tokyo. 

The top five players are bun- 
ched closely in computer points, 
but Sabatini said, “I don’t have it 
on my mind to be no. 1. I don’t 
think about it." 

It's a very strong field," said 
Sabatini. 

Graf, no. 1 for the past 137 


Graf, who drew a first-round* . weeks, said staying on top has 


bye, probably will open against 
14th seeded Anke Huber, the 
16-year-old German who is tired 
of being lebefled the next Graf. 
Capriati will open against the 


become tougher. 

“The players in the top five 
have tuned their game up," she 
said. “Already at a young age, 
there are so many players.” 


Camporese beats Lendl 


ROTTERDAM, Netherlands 
(R) — Unseeded Omar Cam- 
porese rallied from a set down to 
win a pair of tiebreaker and beat 
top- seeded and third-ranked Ivan 
Lend! for the $150 000 ABN 
Amro world tennis tide,, ... ‘ . r 

The 22-year-old Italian, ranked 
12nd on the ATP Tour, fell be- 
hind 0-2 and lost the first set 3-6 
before rallying to win the next 
two sets 7-6 (7-1), 7-6 (7-1). 

“I think I'm dreaming," Cam- 
porese said after the 2-hour and 
18-minute match. He said his 
only game plan had been to “take 
the lead... and not give Lendl any 
room.” 

Camporese’s surprising surge 
in the second set stirred the 8.000 
fans, causing Lendl to complain 
to the chair umpire. 

“It’s hard to play.” Lendl said 
referring to the noise from the 
fans. 

Camporese took a 3-0 lead in 


the first tiebreaker and cruised to 
win the set. 

Lendl staged a rally of his own, 
serving several aces to take- 2-0 
and 5-3 leads in the final set. 

But, CSmporese workeer^Ulsr 
way ; pack r into the match by -juutrt 
ning Lendl all over the court. 

Neither looked exceptionally 
sharp in the final tiebreaker, with 
Camporese sending a ball into the 
net instead of a wide-open court 
and Lendl sending several balls 
wide. 

Camporese finally outlasted 
Lendl, lobbing a service return 
over Lendl's head just inside the 
baseline. 

The victory avenged Cam- 
porese’s 2-6, 4-6 loss to Lendl last 
year in Stuttgart. 

Lendl, who has 90 tournament 
victories, blamed the loss on 
“fate.” He said he lost simply 
“because I didn’t win the last 
point.” 


ALL IM 5AYIN6 15 TMERE‘5 A 
POSSIBILITY THAT SOME PAY 
LIFE ON THIS PLANET WILL 
CEASE T O EXIST... „ 

'ft " 


r WHAT MAKES Y0U> 
THINK BIRDS WILL 
i BE THE LAST j 
V TOGO? 


WHO SAYS 
YOU'RE THE 
L CUTEST? , 




Andy Capp 


WITH FINESSE 
ttx-caid spade suit. 

Weal led (lie queen of d 1 . 1 rr.or.d 5 
and declarer counted Five top incls. 
Therefore, he reeded err, four 
mdki from :e make hu game. 
There _;us: one :hrca: — Ear had 
ft* be preacmcd from gaining the 
lead until (he club sun 
cs*ab!>thed. 

Once the proHcm was clear, ihc 
-icti/.icr. was simple Orclarrr wem 
the fi:T in, 1 *, ir. doir-nt* *«h the 
Ling ar.d immediate!} led a club, 
imexur.g the nine when East fol- 
lowed with a low dub. West, in with 
the len of clubs, could no* continue 
diamonds prcfiiablv. *0 the defend- 
er shifted to a spade. South was not 
’going so lake any chances ai this 
point. The table’s are of spades was 
played. the dosed hand w» entered 
'with (he king of hearts and the king 
of clubs was led to force out the ace. 

East reverted to a diamond, but it 
was too laie Declarer shot up with 
the ace and scampered for home by 
.running clubs and then cashing the 
ace of hearts. 

Note (hat, had declarer led a dub 
to the king, he would have had to 
take the double-dummy line of con- 
tinuing with a low dub at inck three 
to land the gome, if South continues 
with the queen. East would win and 
return a diamond and the contract 
would foil. 


WE'LL NEVER BE ANYTH INS 
> WWIIXNOU'RE CONTENT “to 
JJST SIT AROUND DOING- 
NOTHING DPYAFTER D*f/T 



CONTENTMENTS GOT 
ONE BtG-ACNtAKSAGE 
OVER WEALTH -THAT. 
>- BLOKE CANT < 
BORROW rTFRCWNOU ! 




Mutt'n’Jeff 

Maufc new Voh, THAT’S r WE JUST 
MA!Efe NAME ) NOT HER / CALL HER 
'DAWN ‘ IS (REAL 1 'DAWN - 

VERY PRETTY ;M AME j c BECAUSE 

MXS mutt? . SHE . 

Us always^ 


-BREAKING-, 




/ DAWN. STAND ON This 1 
MATTRESS WHEN YfaO CO 
Disney the floor vtp-c' 
s — fta IS HARD OKW 7 

Ac 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY MARCH 5, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Highter Foundation 


ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) 
You find yoor personal desires and 
your objective reasoning art at 
loggerheads so sic back and analyse 
carefully before malting any deci- 
sions of importance. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
Whatever chances yon wish ro take 
are just no good now an this 

especially applies to your urge to 
have a good time in outside world 
with imp o r tant persons. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have losts of new ideas this day but 
you get along by listening to those 
who are experienced in education- 
al and scientific subjects. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You certainly have it in 
your power now to make a big 
jf you listen to that com- 
ment by one dose io you who does 
not know all the facts. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
interest in getting along better with 
o there requires extreme caution for 
you are apt to say some word or do 
some deed that can backfire on 
you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are .some highly interest- 
ing activities' requiring work on 
them by you but sure you do them 
according to proven methods used 
before. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You want to have a good time 
but you feel you do not have the 
money that it will cast but if you 
cut expenses and let others help all 
will be well. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


ber 21) Whatever is the right 
answer for you with your family 
may take a considerable amount of 
study and weeding it out oF them 
for the results. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) There are some 
accidents likely to occur on the 
highway or some condition unless 
you do use the care and caution 
necessary today. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Your financial position 
is not as you would like to have h. 
but this is no day to take drastic 
steps to increase it or to change 
anything. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you feel that you can 
go straight to that person who has 
been giving you a hard time and 
forcing your views on him bur now 
is not the time. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your interest in getting rid of 
whatever has been a problem to 
you is good so take time out to 
investigate and put yourself in a 
more favorable position. 

Today’s child: If your child were 
born today she or he gets some 
very ideas through which 

they rhmfc the greatest amount of 
progress can be made. Actually, a 
well organized plan in which every 
single factor has been taken into 
consideration is (he one that best 
sorts the character and tempera- 
ment of this youngster. 

“The stars impel, they do not 
compel . " What you make of yoor 
life a largely up to you. 



UnsaambM these four Jumbles, ~ 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ofdfrmy words. 


DIADE 


SABUQ 


HIRAGS 


PINGAY 


Print answer hero: A 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bat} L** 

.. Thay say she used 

p to be in opera 

-c'StK i £.4 rh “ 


-rS. 


AS A 5INSER SHE 
NEVER *ECE/VEEMNY 
APPLAUSE, BUT NOW 
S>HE GETS THIS 
KE6ULAKLY. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: 'SAFER FLUKE OUTWIT NORMAL 
Answer After their parr/ won tee election, many 

politicians were hoping tor lobs 

FEW FOR WORK 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Ahrfn L. Becker 




ACROSS 
t Dam 
S Machete 
9 Food fish 
13 Flair 
, I* PoCstf me'. 

T5 Sun: pref. 

IT Put — on it! 
13 Mr. Kazan 
19 Of a grain 
29 Forge: tee 
hour 

23 Pledge 
2* Vaughan rf 
song 

25 Shrimp 
28 Mistakes 

32 Mil. address 
35 Harden 

33 Work 

33 Exchange 
friendly 

conversation 
43 A (Winchester 
dd is an 
island” 
dfi Chao 

*8 Eur. language 
49 Be indiscreet 
51 Chou — 

54 Farewells 
53 Is too busy 
S3 ‘Bombs 
thirsting — " 

64 Bull: Sp. 

65 Govt. agt. 

66 Wcrtd: pref. 

67 Seth's son 
S3 Not so much 
E) Attentlon- 

gener 

70 Eyelid problem 

71 Goidelre 

DOWN 

1 Cafe offerin g s 

2 Permit 

3 Poker term 

4 Make beloved 

5 Max or Buddy 

6 Earthen jar 

7 Non-clerics 

8 Honshu c-2y 

9 Ram's horn 
trumpet 

10 Eng, airport 

11 High: pref. 


IU ilHH 

ininin 

■aim 

■a aiiaaa 


auaa aaaaa 




12 Per — 

18 Lowly bill 

21 Word on US 
money 

22 Mine product 

28 Certain degree 
27 Youngster 

29 Buy — in a 
PO-Jf 

30 aaliei wear 
21 Pale 

32 Gibraltar 
denizens 

33 Dark covering 

34 Gr. msunuin 
38 DOFs 

Command 
37 Trunk offshoot 

40 Cut comers 

41 — mer 

42 Maternally 52 

related 

47 "The Spy Who S3 
Came - tee 
CoW" 35 

43 151 56 

50 Use an arena £7 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


QLIQCID OHDCDO CJUQ 

□aacia aaaaa hud 

OHaainaHauaa □□□ 
□goei aaaa □□□□m 
0OQ0 GCfinaHD 
□□QiiDii aaatiaa 

bddqq nmnn nos 
nuoE tiQojgn aoau 
aoo ndnjag oddiis 
■ quo cron aaaiDQD 
aHQnnuu urania 
□anna aana HQaia 
uaa □QaoDmmaHDia 
ano snana oudos 
map Baggg iihbbs 


Feeds the 
kirry 

believe 

you!" 

Race official 

Gather 

Perceive 


53 Top man. 
abbr. 

55 Celebes cx 
S3 Poet 
Ogden 

0T Hsian of — 
82 Stockings 


4 

r V! . J.n 
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Asian tourism faces hard 
work to recoup war losses 


HONG KONG (R) — Asia’s 
booming tourism industry, hard 
bit by tile fall-out from the Gulf 
war, will have to work to recoup 
losses chalked up in the past few 
months. 

Hotel occupancy rates are way 
down and the number of visa tors 
from the Middle East, Europe 
End the United States has slowed 
to a trickle. 

Midway through 1990 a 
traveller without a reservation 
would have been hard-pressed to 
get a room at one of Hong Kong’s 
luxury hotels. 

Now the upmarket Hotel Con- 
rad, eager to better its occupancy 
rales of well under 50 per cent, is 
offering a 40 per cent cut in room 
rates in a bid to poll in business. 

In the Indonesian holiday is- 
land of Bali it is the same story. 
Hotels which last year were pack- 
ed with visitors report occupancy 
rates of around 20 per cent. 

“I went into a $150 a night five 
star (in Bali) and as a joke 
i ^ffered them S20 for their best 
room, and they said yes,” said 
one foreign resident of Jakarta. 

In Malaysia, which reported a 
bumper response to its 1990 
‘‘Visit Malaysia” campaign, arriv- 
als in January this year plum- 
meted 14.6 per cent compared 
with January last year. 


But local tourism experts were 
quick to discount the Gulf effect. 
“European tourists may delay 
their trave lling an til the war is 
over.” said Azman Harun, presi- 
dent of the Malaysian Associa- 
tion of Hotels. 

Thailand, whose tourism busi- 
ness has hit a 30 per cent decline 
since the war started, sees the 
industry gradually recovering. 

Middle East holidaymakers, 
once big players in the Thai tour- 
ist market, have an but vanished. 
Arrivals of Saudi Arabians plum- 
meted by 96.2 per cent in the last 
quarter of 1990, compared with 
the same period for 1989. 

David Wiig, vice president of 
the Thai Hotels Association, 
saw March as being the wait-and- 
see month. 

“People will see whether it is a 
permanent ceasefire,” but added 
that he didn't expect business to 
pick up until November, tradi- 
tionally the start of Thailand’s 
high season. 

The Tourist Authority of Thai- 
land, anxious that the country’s 
reputation as a major holiday 
destination be preserved, sent de- 
legations throughout Asia and 
Europe carrying the message that 
the kingdom was safe. 

In the Philippines, where 
hotels reported occupancy rates 
‘of around 56 per cent, some hotel 


managers reported signs that 
thin gs were improving. 

“We are beginning to experi- 
ence an increase in bookings and 
hopefully by the middle of the 
year, if nothing else happens 
along the way, we wiD have the 
normal flow,” said Leny Fabul of 
the Mandarin Oriental Hotel in 
Manila. 

The Japanese, regarded as 
being in the Olympic class when it 
comes to travelling abroad in 
groups, can be expected to switch 
their focus back to international 
trips as the fallout from the Gulf 
war subsides. 

Officials at the Japan National 
Tour Organisation said fear of 
“terrorism” and what be termed 
negative psychological factors — 
the fleeing that pleasure trips 
should not be taken when a war is 
in progress — would subside with 
the end of hostilities. 

Hong Kong, a traditional shop- 
ping and hub point for tourists 
from Europe, the United States 
and Asia, knows it needs a major 
campaign to bring things back on 
track. 

“The Gulf war has definitely 
affected the arrival figures for this 
year as a greater increase would 
normally have been expected,” 
said Hoqg Kong Tourist Associa- 
tion Chairman Martin Barrow. 


Australia sends mission to U.S. to 
pitch for grain sales to M.E. 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia is 
sending a top-level mission to 
Washington to try to stop the 
United States subsidising post- 
war grain sales to the Middle 
East. 

“One would hope we could 
point out very dearly that Au- 
stralia has major markets in the 
Middle East, major markets be- 
. ft ke the war, and they would be 
i respected after war,” Trade 
Minister Neal Blewett told repor- 
ters Monday. 

Blewett leaves Wednesday 


with a team of Labour govern- 
ment officials, leaders of the Con- 
servative opposition and fanne rs 
for talks with the United States 
government 

Australia has over the past 
three years exported an average 
of 306 million dollars (S230 mil- 
lion) worth of wheat a year to 
Iraq, whose 600 million dollar 
($480 million) debt to Australia 
for wheat sales has been frozen 
by sanctions. 

Blewett said Australia would 
be clearly disadvantaged if the 


United States used its export 
enhancement programme to sub- 
sidise grain sales to the Middle 
East in the Gulf war's aftermath. 

“We had a major market in 
Iraq and have a major market in 
Egypt and Iran. Increasing 
penetration of those markets by 
the United States using export 
enhancement subsidies would be 
seriously damaging to our wheat 
farmers, already hit by low prices 
due to an export subsidy war,” 
Blewett said. 


World Bank expects 
significant role to 
rebuild Iraq, Kuwait 


SANTIAGO, Chile (R) — The 
World Bank expects to help re- 
build Kuwait and Iraq, even 
though they are not eligible for 
loans because of their high per- 
capiia incomes, bank president 
Barber Conable said Sunday. 

He said the bank will probably 
help with technical assistance, 
coordination of aid flows and 
institutional development activi- 
ties. 

“Because they are members of 
the World Bank, I would expect 
us to have a significant role, bait it 
wil] have to be defined in negotia- 
tions among many of the con- 


cerned countries,” Conable told a 
news conference. 

Conable said Iraq and Kuwait 
were not eligible for World Bank 
loans on the basis of their abun- 
dant oil wealth. 

Technical assistance is pro- 
vided to some Gulf states but is 
reimbursible, he said. 

"The reservoir of talent and 
motivation (gathered by) the 
World Bank in 45 years of experi- 
ence in development and recon- 
struction make it probable that 
the nations of the world will nun 
to us for a significant role,” he 
said. 


Kuwait Airways staff 
to fly home Thursday 


CAIRO (R) — A Kuwait Air- 
ways plane will land at Kuwait 
airport Thursday for the first time 
since Iraq invaded seven months 
ago, a company executive said 
Monday. 

. Deputy director general 
Yousef A1 Jassem told Reuters a 
Boeing 727 carrying engineers 
and flight crews would fly from 
Cairo, the exiled airline’s tempor- 
ary headquarters. 

“The runway is alright, it can 
take airplanes. But the ground 
terminals and premises have been 
heavily damaged,” he said. “AD 
the ground handling equipment 
has been looted.” 

He said the airline chairman 
and director general were in 
-Kuwait to study how quickly 
regu- 

When Iraq invaded Kuwait on 
Aug. 2, eight of the airline's 23 
airplanes were out of the country. 
Most staff and management fled 
abroad. 

In October the company began 
limited flights to New York, Lon- 
don, the Gulf and India from 
Cairo, partly as a political state- 
ment to show the Kuwaiti flag. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Dcutschemarfc 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


Monday, March 4, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 

668.0 
1264.2 

433.1 

499.1 
177.0 


672.0 "Japanese yen (for 100) 493.5 496J 
1271-8 Dutch gniWer • ' 3847 386^ 

435.7 Swedish crown 1167 117.5 

502.1 Italian lira (for 100) 582) 583 

127.8 Belgian franc (for 10) 211.6 212.9 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 
lOne U.S. dollar 


1.8980/90 

U.S. dollar 

1.1545/55 

Canadian dollar 

1.5370/77 

Deutschemarks 

1.7310/20 

Dutch guilders 

1.3325/32 • 

Swiss francs 

31.63/68 

Belgian francs 

5.2330/80 

French francs 

1148/1149 

Italian lire 

135.15/25 

Japanese yen 

5.7075/25 

Swedish crowns 

6.0050/0100 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9075/25 

Danish crowns 

365.40/365.90 

U.S. dollars 


SYDNEY — Shares were dragged lower by gloomy job statistics 
and last week's news of $1.3 billion of new share issues. The All 
Ordinaries index ended 8.2 down at J387-2. 

TOKYO — Stocks dosed moderately tinner in light trade 'with 
many investors sidelined by uncertainty about interest rates and 
the economy. The Nikkei rose 94.45 to 25,976.02. 

HONG KONG — Shares dosed higher, recovering from early 
losses on late institutional buying. The Hang Seng index rose 
11-97 points to 3,564.34 after hitting a low of 3,536. 
SINGAPORE — Shares dosed higher across the board on 
renewed buying interest with some profittaking also seen. Hie 
Straits Times index ended up 9.87 at 1,472.85. 

BOMBAY — Prices ended higher government proposed no fresh 
taxes in the interim budget. The BSE index rose 5.03 points to. 
1,225.44, after peaking at 1,231-29. The National index gained 
4.63 to 611.98. 

FRANKFURT — German shares ended 0.9 per cent higher with 
the DAX index at 1,530.86. One dealer said strong early gains for 
insurer alhanz- helped swing prices higher. 

PARIS — The Paris bourse postd a six-month dosing high on 
continued expectations of interest rate cuts, traders said. The 
CAC-40 index dosed at 1,766.74. Up 19.95 points or 1.14 per 
cent. 

ZURICH, — Swiss shares dosed slightly higher in quiet trading, 
dealers said. The all-share SPI index rose 11.8 points, or 1.17 per 
cent, to 1,022.8. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips advanced in afternoon trading, 
helped by some programme buying, traders said. The Dow was up 
23 to 2,933. 
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Jassem said he had no word on 
the fate of the aircraft m Kuwait 
at the time of the invasion. Ear- 
lier, the airline said it believed 
they had been flown to various 
airpots within Iraq. 

“We have nothing on the air- 
craft. But they definitely fall 
within the last U.N. Security 
Council resolution calling for 
compensation for Kuwait,” he 
said. 

Kuwait Airways said in Octo- 
ber it had submitted a $690 mil- 
lion insurance claim in London 
for the lost aircraft and another 
$150 milli on for spare parts taken 
by Iraq. 

Jassem said a contract had 
been signed with the U.S. con- 
sulting firm Arthur Andersen to 
prepare a plan for rebuilding the 
airline, but so far no other con- 
tracts had been awarded. 

“The first priority will be to 
reestablish and rebuild facilities 
in Kuwait to receive passengers, 
either on Kuwait Airways or 
other airlines,” said Jassem. 


Electronics 
giant posts 
huge loss 

5 HfDHOVEN , Netherlands (R) 
— Philips, Europe’s largest con- 
sumer electronics -firm and inven- 
tor of the audio cassette tape and 
the compact disc, has reported a 
huge 1990 loss Thursday but 
pledged a return to profitability 
this year. 

N.V. Philips Gloeflampenfab- 
rieken put its net 1990 loss at 4.24 
billion guilders ($2.51 billion). 

The toss was bigger than many 
share analysts had expected after 
Philips said in November it ex- 
pected to lose four billion guil- 
ders ($2.3 billion). 

The company made a net profit 
of 1.37 billion guilders ($797.2 
million) in 1989. 

Last year's loss takes into 
account costs of 4.65 billion guil- 
ders ($2.71 billion) for a sweeping 
restructuring programme, which 
indudes up to 55,000 job cuts. 

Of these cuts some 20,000 have 
already been m ade, leaving Phi- 
lips with a worldwide workforce 
of 272,000 at the year end. 

“We are confident that this 
organisation is on the road to 
recovery and will continue on 
that road.” Philips’ Chairman Jan 
Tunmer told a news conference at 
Philips’ headquarters in the 
southern Dutch city of Ein- 
dhoven. 

He said he did not rule out the 
company selling off some of its 
vast spread of activities, but de- 
clined further comment. 

“I do expect that there will be a 
positive result in 1991,” Timmer 
said, adding that be did not anti- 
cipate further major restructuring 
costs this year. 

“We do not expect that in 
1991, further provisions will be 
needed. We have to keep our eye 
on the ball now. All the rest will 
follow automatically^” he said. 

Timmer said his restr u ct u ring 
plan was aimed at streamlining 
the group, improving efficiency 
and changing the corporate cul- 
ture — a reference to Philips' 
layers of middle managers. 

“The restructuring means there 
is a profit awareness in all the 
layers of the organisation,” be 
said. 

The company did not pay a 
share dividend for 1990 after 
paying a total dividend of two 
guilders ($1.16) a share in the 
previous year. 

Philips also reported a net loss 
of 2.45 billion guilders ($1.43 
billion) for the fourth quarter of 
last year against a profit of 689 
million ($401 million) in the same 
.period of 1989. 

Analysts said that by taking in 
its restructuring costs in the 
second half of the last financial 
year. Philips had improved its 
prospects of returning to profita- 
bility quickly. 


Uneasy post- war peace 
reigns between banks 


BAHRAIN (R) — An uneasy 
peace reigns in the international 
■ market between Arab banks and 
those foreign institutions chat 
ostracised them during the Gulf 
crisis triggered by Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait seven months ago. 

Now that peace has returned to 
the Gulf, central bankers in the 
region would like to punish those 
foreign banks for their lack of 
faith, monetary officials say. 

Confidence in Gulf markets col- 
lapsed after the invasion and 
fears grew that Iraqi tanks would 
roll on into Saudi Arabia, and 
beyond. The wider Arab banking 
world also suffered severely. 

Even the biggest Gulf banks 
woke up next morning to find 
many of their lines were cut into 
the interbank markets, through 
which banks balance their books 
by lending and borrowing huge 
sums of money for their own daily 
use. 

Many regional bankers are bit- 
ter. * 

“It's not so much a question of 
punishing a bank. It’s a matter of 
not wanting to do business with 
people who are going to dump 
you when the going gets rough,” 
said a Saudi bank manager. 

“Some banks in Holland and 
Germany were even refusing to 
confirm out letters of credit, even 
though we had business links 
going back 30 years.” he said. 

Some regional commercial 
bankers and brokers are not sure 


punishing the foreigner would be 
a good idea. 

They say the region will need all 
tiie funding and liquidity it can 
get its hands on to begin the 
daunting task of post-war recon- 
struction. 

Life in the market is gradually 
returning. 

Respected Gulf-based banks 
such as Arab Banking Corp, and 
Gulf International Bank should 
no longer need to pay over the 
odds to borrow Eurodollars — 
one of the main sources of money 
for banks, money brokers said. 

During the crisis, some stable 
banks lost as much as 90 per cent 
of their facilities with other 
banks. Some banks with large 
Kuwaiti or Iraqi shareholdings 
were effectively cut off complete- 
ly- 

Regional bankers and monet- 
ary authorities reserve their 
deepest anger for Japanese insti- 
tutions which, with few excep- 
tions, not only refused to lend to 
the region, but also refused to 
take money from the region. 

The United Arab Emirate's 
central bank government Abdul 
Malik A1 Hamar was quoted last 
week as saying his fellow gov- 
ernors in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Qatar, and Kuwait were 
considering concerted punitive 
action. 

Saudi bankers said the Saudi 
Arabian Monetary Agency 
(SAMA) asked for a list of fore- 
ign banks which had cut lines. 


But some bankers said they 
advised against official punish- 
ment for institutions which cut 
lines, and asked SAMA to leave 
reaction to individual banks. 

Gulf brokers believe market 
forces will anyway reassert them- 
selves. 

“If the price is right, the dealer 
will deal. I think anti-bank senti- 
ment is going to be short-lived," 
said one Gulf-based money 
brokerage manager. 

In the early days of the Gulf 
conflict many bankers say there 
was a danger to the regional 
financial system that foreign 
banks would have been foolish to 
ignore completely. 

Regional banks must also face 
the fart that the Gulf, which is 
traditionally a net provider of 
international liquidity from its oil 
revenues, will need to find hun- 
dreds of billions of dollars for 
post-war reconstruction and de- 
velopment, they say. 

“This area is going to be a net 
borrower on the money mar- 
kets,” said another broker. 

Some brokers also note that if 
Gulf central banks are going to 
punish intransigent institutions, 
they would also have to punish 
many Arab banks. 

“There is no question that 
Arab banks were some of the 
biggest culprits. Some Arab 
banks couldn't cut lines to other 
Arab banks quickly enough,” 
they said. 


Czechoslovak parliament 
adopts privatisation law 


PRAGUE (AP) — Parliament 
has voted to hand over all 
nationalised industry to private 
investors, passing landmark leg- 
islation designed to end four de- 
cades of state control of the eco- 
nomy. 

With the vote, parliament 
adopted the most important law 
in the ambitious scheme to 
change the communist command 
economy into a market-oriented 
system. 

Deputies present in the 300- 
seat legislature voted 157 in 
favour, 21 against, with 12 absten- 
tions, the official news agency 
CTK said. 

Finance Minister Vaclav Klans, 
chief architect of economic re- 
form, called the draft law a “his- 
toric document" when he pre- 
sented it to parliament. 

“It is an all-out attempt to get 
rid of... state ownership of indus- 
try and the only way to solve this 
enormous problem,” deputy fi- 
nance minister Dusan Triska, 
who drew up the legislation, said 


in an interview. 

All 1,500 industrial enterprises 
valued at 3,500 billion crowns 
($130 billion) should be available 
to domestic or foreign private 
investors by year's end, he said. 

Czechoslovakia was among 
Europe’s most advanced indust- 
rial countries before World War 
II. Its military, textile and en- 
gineering industries were re- 
spected worldwide. 

Four decades of communist 
rule after 1918 brought its eco- 
nomy to tiie verge of collapse, 
leaving the nation’s first post- 
communist government last year 
with disproportionate and out- 
moded heavy industry, and a 
polluted environment. 

The country’s economic reform 
shifted into high gear last month, 
leading with price deregulation 
and sefl-offe of small shops , in 
auctions that gave the papulation 
the first taste of capitalism since 
World War II. 

Klaus, in an interview, express- 
ed optimism about the reform. 


despite inevitable jumps in infla- 
tion and unemployment. 

“We have the first month of 
price liberalisation behind us... 
and everything points to the fact 
we can manage it,” the weekly 
Reflex quoted him as saying. 

The new privatisation law per- 
mits the sell-offs of the country’s 
most healthy industrial ventures 
to foreign investors, bringing 
capital needed to overhaul out- 
dated technology. 

Even before passage of the 
law, Volkswagen bought into the 
Czech Skoda works in late 1990. 
It plans toinvest 9 billion Dents- 
chemarks -.in - Eastern Europe's 
largest car maker over the next 
four years. 

Companies illegally national- 
ised by communists after 1948 
will be returned to original own- 
ers or their descendants. Shares 
in the bulk of the remaining 
enterprises will be made available 
to other Czechoslovaks through 
an intricate system of 
government-issued. 


Nicaraguan president announces 
package of austerity measures 


MANAGUA (AP) — President 
Violeta Chamorro announced 
Sunday a package of austerity 
measures aimed at curbing infla- 
tion and reviving the country’s 
war-battered economy. 

The measures include a sharp 
currency devaluation and big 
price increases for food staples, 
utilities and fuels. To offset the 
impact, Mrs. Chamorro 
announced that pay would be 
tripled for public employees and 
state pensioners and ordered 
adjustments in savings accounts 
to reflect the devaluation. 

Mrs. Chamorro, introducing 
the measures in a nationally 
broadcast speech, said the pack- 
age was meant to stabilise the 
economy in advance of a March 
25 meeting in Washington be- 
tween Nicaraguan officials and 
representatives of international 
financial institutions and govern- 
ments. 

She urged “all Nicaraguans to 
unite in support (of the measures) 
so that we can face down our 
problems of inflation and pover- 
ty." 

Nicaragua is seeking $100 mil- 
lion in emergency aid from the 
Inter American Development 
Bank and the World Bank. The 
government says the aid is 
needed to offset damage to the 
economy caused by nine years of 
civil war between the leftist San- 
dinistas and U.S.-supported Con- 
tra rebels. The war ended last 
year after Mrs. Chamorro won an 
election victory over the Sandi- 
nistas. 

The government says the San- 
dinistas’ economic mismanage- 
ment also hurt the economy. The 
Chamorro government is haying 
problems making payments on 
the $10 bfltion foreign debt left 
behind by the Sandinistas. 

Minister of the Presidency 
Antonio Lacayo, who outlined 
the package during the broadcast, 
said the government's most press-g 


ing economic problem was to 
curb runaway inflation. 

He said an ongoing currency 
reform and the steep devaluation 
announced Sunday will hopefully 
curb inflation. Private economists 
estimate that the inflation rate 
topped 58 per cent in January. 

• “This problem of inflation will 
be solved, our currency will be 
stabilized, and in a few months’ 
time wc will fee! a relief,” Mr. 
Lacayo promised. 


' He said the gold-cordoba intro- 
duced seven months ago would 
be devalued immediately from, 
one to five to the U.S. dollar. ' 

The old-cordoba, which is 
being phased out, was «l«o de- 
valued from 5.2 million to 25 
million to one dollar. 

The old-cordobas will cease to 
be legal tender on April 30. Mr. 
Lacayo said people must ex- 
change them for gold-cordobas 
by the deadline. 
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World News 


Latvia, Estonia defy Gorbachev 


in large voters for independence 


RIGA. USSR (AP) — Latvians 
and Estonians have voted over- 
whelmingly for independence 
from the Soviet Union, sharpen- 
ing the Batlic republics' standoff 
against the Kremlin which is 
trying to hold the nation 
together. 

The referendums; carried no 
legal weight but represented a 
challenge to President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. i 

With most ballots counted after 
Sunday's plebiscites^, secession 
was favoured by more than three- 
fourths of the voter* in both 
republics, officials said. 

In Latvia, 77 per cedfL voted in 
favour of separation and 21 per 
cent voted against, election offi- 
cials said, with only three districts 
in Riga remaining to report. They 
said 88 per cent of eligible voters 
cast ballots. \ 

In Estonia. 77.8 per celjt voted 
for independence, election offi- 
cials said. Nearly 83 per cent of 
the voters cast ballots, they said. 

According to unofficial results, 
members of the Russian mipority 
in both republics joined ethnic 
Latvians and Estonians in calling 
for secession, despite warnings 
from Moscow that the .non- 
indi gen ous population woutfl be 
second-class citizens if independ- 


ence were approved. 

The balloting was similar to a 
Feb. 9 referendum in which 


.Lithuanians voted overwhelming- 
ly in favour of independence. 

“The freely expressed will of 
the Latvian nation has overcome 
and won a victory over the ideas 
expressed by the totalitarian reg- 
ime," said Andrejs Kras tins, de- 
puty chairman of Latvia's parlia- 
ment. 

The votes were little more 
than a public opinion poll, but 
officials had hoped for a strong 
pro-independence vote so the 
three Baltic republics could 
march in step away from the 
Soviet Union. 

The Baltics a year ago began 
their struggle to reverse the 
Kremlin’s forced annexation of 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania in 
1940. The three republics were 
independent between the wars. 

The referendums also repre- 
sented a strong challenge to Gor- 
bachev, who has branded illegal 
the independence declarations 
last year by the Baltic republics. 

Gorbachev has scheduled a 
nationwide referendum for 
March 17 on holding together the 
IS Soviet republics. Leaders of 
tbe Baltics, as well as of the 
republics of Armenia, Georgia 
and Moldavia, have said they 
won’t participate. 

Although Gorbachev has de- 
manded the Baltic republics hold 
referendums before they may be- 
come independent, he nullified 


last month’s Lithuanian vote be- 
fore it occurred and has criticised 
the Latvian and Estonian polls. 

The question. on the Latvian 
ballot was: "Do you support the 
-democratic and independent 
statehood of the Republic of Lat- 
via?" 

Officials had said the votes of 
ethnic Russians in the two repub- 
lic would be important to give 
weighr to Sunday's referendums. 

Krastins said early Monday 
that a majority voted for inde- 
pendence even in the city of 
Daugavpils, where ethnic Lat- 
vians make up only 12 per cent of 
the population. The rest of the 
city's residents are Russian, 
Ukrainian or Byelorussian. 

“All those who live in Latvia 
and who are non-Latvians have 
proved they were altogether with 
the Latvian nation, and they are 
supporting the cause of independ- 
ence," said Krastins. . 

“It means only one thing: The 
Latvian nation has firmly express- 
ed the wish . to be free, and 
nobody can stop us on the way to 
this freedom." 

Only 54 per cent of Latvia’s 2.7 
million people are ethnic 
Latvians — 33 per cent are Rus- 
sians. Sixty-five per cent of Esto- 
nia's 1.5 million residents are 
ethnic Estonians and 28 per cent 
are Russians. 

The referendum was an emo- 


tional issue. “We have dreamed 
all our lives about independence. 
Our fa there lived in a free Lat- 
via,” said Zinaigur Radjabova, 
49. 

The Estonian News Agency 
(ETA) quoted election official 
Osvald Kukk as saying tbe vote 
would “show Moscow- and, most 
of all, the whole world what 
people in Estonia want.” 

Kukk said Gorbachev tried to 
persuade the West that only a 
small percentage of Estonians 
wanted independence. “Now the 
world press is here to get the 
opposite story.” 

More than 112 independent 
observers, representing 14 fore- 
ign countries as well as Soviet 
republics, watched the balloting 
and no violations were reported. 

The pro-Kremlin opposition 
group called “Ravnopraviye” or 
Equal Rights, however, circu- 
lated a statement in Riga late 
Sunday citing violations in polling 
procedures, according to the 
Soviet State News Agency. 
(TASS). 

In Latvia, pro-Kremlin forces 
distributed leaflets and posters 
that warned that a “yes” vote 
would lead to a “totalitarian” 
regime and turn fton-ethnic Lat- 
vians into second-dass citizens. 
But they failed t& dissuade many 
Russians from supporting the 
separatist cause. 


Democrats urge Gorbachev to resign 


MOSCOW (AP> — The Soviet 
Union's democratic reformers 
have joined forces in an anti- 
communist coalition and called 
for President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev's resignation. TASS re- 
ported. 

Twenty-one groups from 11 of 
the 15 republics joined forces 
during the meeting of the Demo- 
cratic Congress, according to 
TASS, the state news agency. , 

For the first time, representa- 
tives of disparate groups joined 
forces with a common, well- 
defined goal. 

The group called for Gor- 
bachev's resignation as president 
and transfer of power to the 
Federation Council, which in- 
cludes the presidents of all 15 
republics; a rejection of preserva- 
tion of the Soviet Union in a 
national referendum planned by 


the Kremlin for March 17; the 
drafting of a “treaty of a com- 
monwealth of sovereign states” 
as an alternative to Gorbachev’s 
proposed new union treaty, and a 
rejection of communism. 

The treaty will be worked out 
at a conference of parliamenta- 
rians from each republic, to be 
held on April 21-23 in Moscow, 
TASS said. 


The goals are a cohesive chal- 
lenge to Gorbachev’s policies. 

Gorbachev is under attack 
from both ends of the Soviet 
political spectrum. Reformers say 
he has abandoned his own poli- 
cies and taken the country toward 
dictatorship, violence, and cen- 
sorship. Hardliners blame Gor- 
bachev and his reforms for the 
splintering of the union and de- 
mand a harsher crackdown and 


Gorbachev’s replacement by a 
dictatorial committee. 

In calling for Gorbachev’s res- 
ignation. the Democratic Con- 
gress rallied behind Russian Pres- 
ident Boris Yeltsin, wire pro- 
voked a nationwide controversy 
by making such a suggestion dur- 
ing a television interview on Feb. 
19. He accused Gorbachev of 
sacrificing democratic reforms to 
gain personal power and accused 
the president of leading the coun- 
try to a dictatorship. 

The Democratic Congress in- 
cludes the Democratic Russia 
Movement: the Urkrainian Peo- 
ple’s Front, called Rukh; a min- 
ers’ union; the Byelorussian 
Nationl Front and small political 
parties from several other repub- 
lics, the Postfactum News Agency 
said. ■ 


Protestant ‘loyalists’ kill 
four in Northern Ireland 


BELFAST CAP) — Gunmen kil- 
led four people and wounded one 
at a pub Sunday night, police 
said. The bar was popular with 
Catholics and tbe gunmen were 
believed to be Protestant “loyal- 
ists," the news agency Press 
Association reported. 

The wounded man was listed in 
serious condition with gunshot 
wounds at a Belfast hopsital, said 
a spokesman for the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, who requested 
anonymity. 

A witness said the gunmen 
fired on four men in a car as it 
pulled up in front of Boyles Pub 
in the village of Cappagh, about 
80 kilometres west of Belfast. 

“One of the men in the car, a 
cousin of mine, attempted 
obviously to escape by jumping 
over a wall, however he was 
fatally wounded,” the unidenti- 
fied witness told British Broad- 
casting Corp. Radio. “Another 
man inside the bar ran for cover 
to the toilet and one of the 
gunmen went up and put the gun 


in through the toilet window and 
sprayed the inside of the toilet.” 

The BBC said the man inside 
the pub was killed as were three 
occupants of the car. The gun- 
men’s burned out car was later 
found a few kilometres away, the 
BBC said. 

Fhe “loyalist" paramilitary 
groups rooted in Northern Ire- 
land’s majority Protestant com- 
munity have generally attacked 
people they claim are members of 
the Irish Republican Army or 
other groups opposed to British 
rale. 

The IRA’s military campaign is 
supported by a minority of Ro- 
man Catholics in Northern Ire- 
land. It grew out of the Catholic 
dvil rights protests and violent 
dashes of the 1960s. The IRA has 
attacked police and army units in 
its effort to end British rale in the 
province, and it has killed people 
it claims were members of Protes- 
tant paramilitary groups, infor- 
meis'or collaborators with British 
rule. 


Some former E. German 
secret archives missing 


BERLIN (AP) — Ousted East 
German leader Erich Honecker 
ordered all documents detailing 
the construction of the Berlin 
Wall separated from other classi- 
fied government files, and the 
records are now missing, a news- 
paper has said. 

The Berliner Morgenpost 
based its report on an interview 
with Friedrich Kahlenberg, head 
of the German Federal Archives, 
which took custody of the tonnes 
of East German government 
documents after unification. 

According to Kahlenberg, 
Honecker ordered that the re- 
cords on the construction of the 
Berlin Wall in 1961 be separated 
from other government archives 
some time before the peaceful 
revolution that toppled the East 
German government in 1989, the 
newspaper said. 

it has not been determined, 
however, whether the records 
were destroyed or hidden some- 
where, the newspaper continued. 
Kahlenberg, in the interview, did 
not say whether he believed the 
records were significant or of 
purely historical interest. 

Honecker faces charges m con- 
nection with the deaths of people 
killed while trying to flee over the 
Berlin Wall. 

The Berlin newspaper also re- 
ported that the former East Ger- 
man government records in- 


cluded archives of the former 
Ministry for State Security, or 
Stasi, on west Germans who 
were active during the Nazi era. 

“From th&e Stasi archives ac- 
tions were obviously begun to 
blackmail politicians and other 
senior people in West Germany,” 
the newspaper said. It did not 
elaborate. 


In a related matter, the Bonn 
newspaper Die Welt reported in 
its weekend edition that the Stasi 
paid a West German politician 
50,000 marks ks33,000) in 1972 
for a parliamentary vote that 
ultimately helped keep then- 
Chancellor Willy Brandt in pow- 
er. 1 


The Berliner Morgenpost also 
said parts of thi diaries kept by 
Nazi propaganda chief Joseph 
Goebbels after )941 were disco- 
vered in the old East German 
archives. Goebbels’ diaries from 
1933 to 1941 have been public for 
some time. Other historic docu- 
ments were also in the archives, 
the newspaper said. 

Honecker is being held in A 
Soviet military hospital outside 
Berlin, where he is reportedly ill. 
German justice authorities have 
issued an arrest warrant for the 
7S-year-old Honecker, charging 
him with the deaths of would-be 
escapees from former East Ger- 
many. 


New 


Bangladesh 

government 

likely 

today 


DHAKA (R) — Begum Khaleda 
Zia is likely to be sworn in as 
Bangladeshi prime minister at the 
head of a new government Tues- 
day after her sweeping victory in 
parliamentary elections, official 
sources said. 

“Khaleda Zia has been asked 
to finalise a list of the members of 
her cabinet which will possibly be 
sworn in tomorrow,” one source 
said Monday. 

Khaleda's victory in the polls 
last Wednesday severely embar- 
rassed her archrival Sheikh Ha- 
sian, who is reported to be on the 
verge of quitting as leader of the 
Awami League. 

The newspaper Itteffaq said 
Monday that Hasina, daughter of 
first Bangladesh President Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman, had already 
submitted her resignation to par- 
ty General Secretary Begum Sa- 
jeda Chowdhury. The report 
could not be independently con- 
firmed. 

Khaleda's Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) won 140 
out of the 294 parliamentary seats 
contested in the elections, which 
foreign monitoring teams termed 
the first fair polls in the country in 
20 years. 

. The Awami League won 84 
seats, followed by the Jatiya Par- 
ty of former President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad with 35 and 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
Jamaat-Erlslami with 18. 

An aide to acting President 
Shahabuddin Ahmad told repor- 
ters Ahmad had decided a 
cabinet could be formed after 
talks on Sunday with Khaleda, 
the widow of ex-president Ziaur 
Rahman who was assassinated in 
a 1981 abortive coup. 

Ahmad, a supreme court jus- 
tice who took over after Ershad 
resigned in December in the face 
of a bitter opposition campaign, 
said parliament might be called 
into session on April 5 after 
voting was completed in six out- 
standing constituencies. 

Deaths of candidates forced 
the delay of polls in two consti- 
tuencies, while new polls were 
ordered in four after complaints 
of irregularities. 

The BNP is 11 seats short of an 
absolute majority in the 300- 
member parliament but hopes for 
support from smaller parties. 


Sri Lankan 
violence 
claims 13 
more lives 


COLOMBO (AP) — Thirteen 
people, including nine civi- 
lians, have been killed in the 
latest violence in northern and 
eastern Sri Lanka where Tamil 
rebels are fighting government 
troops, military officials said 
■Monday. 

Five of the civilians were 
Sinhalese whose bodies with 
gunshot wounds were reco- 
vered Monday by government 
troops in the eastern Trinco- 
malee district, the officials 
said, repo r t in g on deaths dur- 
ing the past 24 hours. 

The three women and two 
men may have been killed by 
Tamil rebels, protesting a 
government-sponsored prog- 
ramme to re-settle people in 
the region, the officials said. 

The rebels also fatally shot 
four Tamil civilians Sunday in 
the eastern Batticaloa district, 
according to the officials who 
cannot be identified under 
briefing rales. 

At Elephant Pass in the 
northern Jaffna district, gov- 
ernment troops shot and killed 
four Tamil rebels Sunday, the 
officials said. Elephant Pass, 
290 kilometres northeast of the 
capital of Colombo, is the gate- 
way to the Jaffna peninsula, 
the main rebel stronghold. 

At least 14,000 people have 
been killed since 1983 when 
Tamil rebels began a separatist 
campaign to establish an inde- 
pendent state for their ethnic 
community. 

Tamils represent 18 per cent 
of Sri Lanka’s 16 million peo- 
ple. They accuse tbe Sinhalese 
majority of discriminating 
against them in jobs and 
education. Sinhalese, which 
make up 75 per cent of the 
population, control tbe gov- 
ernment and military. 

The Jaffna district is virtual- 
ly entirely Tamil, but the Batti- 
caloa and Trinoomalee regions 
about 200 kilometres east aod 
northeast of Colombo are 
equally divided among 
Sinhalese, Tamils and Mus- 
lims. ... 

Tamil guerrillas have fre- 
quently attacked Sinhalese and 
Muslims, who comprise 7 per 
cent of the national popula- 
tion. 


25 killed 
in U S. 


plane 

crash 


COLORADO SPRINGS, Col- 
orado (AP) — The United States 
Olympic Committee said two 
committee employees and a 
coach with the U.S. Cycling Fed- 
eration were aboard a United 
jetliner that crashed Sunday. 
There were no known survivors. 

The plane with 25 people 
aboard crashed in flames as it 
approached tbe Colorado Springs 
Airport on a flight from Denver. 

Mike Moran, a spokesman for 
the U.S. Olympic Committee, 
said that among those on board 
the plane were Dr. Peter J. Van 
Handel, 45, a senior sports phy- 
siologist: Dr. Andrzej J. Komor, 
39. a sports biochemist; and Dan 
Birkholtz, a cycling development 
coach and coordinator. Moran 
said all worked for the com- 
mittee and lived in Colorado 
Springs. 

United Flight 585 en route 
from Denver crashed at 9:55 a.m. 
(1655 GMT) four to five miles 
(seven or eight kilometres) south 
of the airport, the Federal Avia- 
tion Administration (FAA) in 
Washington said. There were 20 
passengers on board and a crew 
of five. 

The FAA and the airline both 
said all aboard apparently were 
killed. The Boeing 737-200 nar- 
rowly missed houses and apart- 
ment buildings. At least one per- 
son on the ground was injured. 

“All obviously are presumed 
dead.” said Sgt. Dean Kelsey, of 
the El Paso County Sheriff’s 
Office. However, he said he 
would not confirm that until 
search efforts had been ex- 
hausted. 

Meyer said there was no com- 
munication from the pilot to the 
airport control tower indicating 
any problem before the crash. 

A witness, army command Sgt. 
Maj. Leo Martinez, said that the 
plane banked sharply, veered and 
then crashed virtually nose first. 

“I watched and it went vertical- 
ly into the ground,” he said. 

“There was a huge fireball, 
black smoke and orange flame." 

He said there was “nothing — 
just debris, very small debris. 
You can see tires burning. I don’t 
think there’s a part larger than a 
suitcase. You can’t see any wings 
... or anything.” 

The plane crashed in a park 
surrounded by houses and apart- 
ment buildings. 

Ed Arangio, administrator at 
Memorial Hosptiai, said a 12- 
year-old girl who was in the door- 
way of her house suffered a head 
injury when she was blown back- 
ward by tbe force of the crash. 
She was in good condition, he 
said. 

The weather was clear but 
there were high, gusty winds in 
the area at the time of the crash. 
Sheriffs Lt. Bill Mistretta said. 

Brent Bahler of the National 
Transportation Safety Board in 
Washington said a team of inves- 
tigators were preparing to leave 
for Colorado. 

Authorities at Stapleton Inter- 
national Airport in Denver, the 
plane’ last stop before the crash, 
set up a lounge where relatives of 
passengers could go for informa- 
tion and comfort, said airport 
official Richard Boulware. 

Colorado Springs in a city of 
220,000 about 70 miles (113 
kilometres) south of Denver. 

Boulware said tbe plane’s last 
stop before Denver was Moline, 
Illinois. Before that, it stopped in 
Peoria, Illinois. 

Navy plane crashed 

In a separate development, a 
navy plane crashed Sunday in a 
residential neighbourhood a half- 
mile south of the Glenview Nava] 
Air Station, killing its three- 
person crew, officials said. 

Eyewitnesses said die pilot 
appeared to take heroic actions in 
order to miss houses. The wreck- 
age of the plane was strewn across 
a street in this Chicago subrub. 


24 killed as rival blacks 
clash in Soweto township 


JOHANNESBURG (R)_ — At 
least 24 people were killed in 
Soweto township at the weekend 
in South Africa's worst factional 
violence this year, straining a 
fragile trace between rival black 
political movements. 

Police Colonel Tienie Halgryn 
.said Monday 24 people were kil- 
led and 12 injured Sunday at . a 
hostel for migrant workers in the 
Meadowlands district of Soweto, 
near Johannesburg. 

He said unidentified men with 
knives and guns attacked Xhosa 
residents of the hostel Sunday, 
apparently in revenge for the 
murder of a Zulu inmate Friday 
evening. 

“It was a counter-reaction ,” 
Halgryn told Reuters. He said 
police suspected some Zulu hos- 
tel dwellers were responsible for 
Sunday's killings but no arrests 
had yet been made. 

A Visnews television news 
agency crew reported bodies 
strewn around the hostel's rooms 
and in surrounding fields. 

The violence is tie latest Mow 
to a fragile truce between tie 
African National Congress 
(ANQ, South Africa's main anti- 
apartheid movement, and tie riv- 
al Zul u-ba sed Inkatha Freedom 
Party (IFP). 

The truce is aimed at ending tie 
worst urban violence for ears. 

More than 1,100 people wre 
killed in a six-month war in 
Johannesburg's townships last 
year between Zulu hostel dwel- 
lers loyal to the IFP and township 
residents from other tribes who 
support tie ANC. 

More than 4,000 people have 
been killed in Natal province in 
tie last five years as supporters of 
tie two groups vie for political 
control of the province's 
townships. 

ANC leader Nelson Mandela 
and IFP leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, meeting for tie first 
time in three decades, agreed on 
a peace pact on Jan. 29 and 
ordered their local officials to 
spread tie message of reconcilia- 
tion at tie grassroots. 

But a week ago two pro- ANC 
tribal chiefs were shot dead in the 
province and at the weekend 
senior Natal ANC leader Harry 
Gwala escaped two assassination 
attempts. 

Gunmen shot at Gwala as he 
addressed a peace rally in tbe 
town of Richmond Saturday. 
Police said they searched the area 
but made no arrests. 

Gwaia’s daughter Pumla said 
that as her father was being 
driven to another rally in one of 
Pietermaritzburg's black 
townships Sunday, occupants of 
his car spotted ’Vigilantes aimed 
with guns and waiting to ambush 
them.” 


“The car was tamed around to 
avoid tie ambush,” she said. 


Police probe right-wing 
rebel group 


Meanwhile police are investigat- 
ing a purported right-wing guer- 
rilla group that feted President 
F.W. De Klerk and black leader 
Nelson Mandela as possible 
targets, according to news reports 
Sunday. 

The Sunday Star newspaper 
reported the group, called the 
Boer Republican Army, called 
for guerrilla warfare against tie 
goverment, anti-apartheid fi- 
gures, foreign officials and busi- 
ness leaders. 

A document circulated by tie 
group to right-wing supporters 
included information oncoming 
tie organisation, guerrilla tactics 
and potent al targets, the news- 
paper said. 

Police Capt. Craig Kotze said 
police wre investigating the docu- 
ment's authenticity. 

“There are scores of extremist 
white splinter groups and it would 
first have to be established 
whether this alleged group does 
in fact exist,” he told the Sonti 
African Press Association. “All 
threats of this nature are taken 
seriously by tie police.” 

Right-wing whites have 
threatend armed revolt against 
government moves toward en- 
ding apartheid and sharing power 
with tbe black majoiity. Most 
pro-apartheid whites are Afrikan- 
ers, the Dutch-descended settlers 
of South Africa also known as 
Boers. 


UDF to dissolve 


In a separate development, an 
anti-apartheid coalition formed 
eight years ago to support tie 
exiled ANC said Monday it 
would dissolve itself becasue a 
non- racial democracy would soon 
be realised in South Africa. 

“The government has begun 
the search for a negotiated settle- 
ment with the majority of South 
Africa's people,” United Demo- 
cratic Front (UDF) President 
Albertina Sisulu told a news con- 
ference. 

The UDF, a coalition of over 
700 anti-apartheid groups, was 
formed in 1988 to oppose a new 
constitution which made Indians 
and mixed-race coloureds junior 
partners in parliament but left out 
the black majority. 

“Black and white South Afri- 
cans now agree that the truaurxer- 
al parliament is unacceptable and 
undemocratic,” Sisulu said. 

Sisulu said the UDFs goals — 
the release of anti-apartheid lead- 
> ers such as Nelson Mandela, the 
lifting of bans on dissident groups 
and tie return of political exiles 
— had all been realised. 


Croatian police move out of 
town after clash with Serbs 


PAKRAC, Yugoslavia (R) — 
The Yugoslav Republic of 
Croatia started pulling its police, 
out of tie town of Pakrac Sunday 
after they dashed with the minor- 
ity Serbian community. 

The violence was the most se- 
rious for several months amid 
political quarrels between Serbia 
and Croatia, tbe two biggest 
Yugosaiv republics and historical 
rivals for power. The situation 
has threatened tie country with 
civil war. 

The Yugosaiv presidency sent 
in army troops Saturday after 
Serbs in Pakrac exchanged fire 
with tbe special Croatian police 
who had ordered them to hand in 
their weapons. 

A convoy of police vehicles 
moved out of the town Sunday 
evening in a partial withdrawal 
after the dashes in which shots 
were fired but no one was re- 
ported killed. 

Tbe police withdrawal was in 
resopnse to an order by tbe 
Yugoslav state presidency for all 
police and army to move out of 
Pakrac by midnight. 

A local police official said some 
police would remain to keep 


order. Yugoslav army tanks and 
soldiers remained in Pakrac, a 
town of 10,000 people east of tie 
republic's capital Zagreb. 

Yugoslav Vice-President Stipe 
-Mesic/ Croatia's representative 
on tie collective state presidency, 
said Zagreb television Sunday the 
army had told him it would also 
withdraw from Pakrac. 


“I am optimistic, ” Mesic said. 
“I bad talks with an army general 
and I received guarantees that tie 
army will act according to last 
night's demands by the state pres- 
idency.” 

Mesic also said that tie Croa- 
tian government guaranteed that 
96 Serbs arrested in tie dashes 
would be released after question- 
ing without being prosecuted. 

Pakrac police offidals said five 
police hurt in the fighting which 
erupted after Serbs refused tie order 
to hand in their arms and de- 
clared tie town independent of 
Croatian rule. 

Croatia and neighbouring 
Slovenia have taken steps to 
secede from the present fed- 
eration unless it is transfromed 
into a onion of sovereign states. 


Seoul calls 1 st local elections in 30 years 


SEOUL (AP) — The governing 
party announced Monday that 
local elections would be held this 
month for the first time in 30 
years, but opposition parties de- 
nounced the move as an attempt 
to divert public attention from a 
major bribery scandal. 

The opposition parties im- 
mediately countered by announc- 
ing plans to hold major protest 
rallies, starting this weekend. 

Dozens of leading dissidents, 
on the fourth day of a protest 
sit-in in the office rif a dissident 
group in Seoul, said they would 
join the opposition parties in 
opposing the elections. They 
claimed tie elections are aimed at 
covering up scandal. 

The governing party's decision 
to call early elections created 
additional tension in Korean poli- 
tics already hit hard by tie brib- 
ery scandal, the largest since 
President Roh Tae-Woo took 
office in 1988. 


“The elections are nothing but 
a scheme to cover up the scan- 
dal,” Park Sang-Chun, a legisla- 
tor and a spokesman for tie main 
opposition group, the Party for 
Peace and Democracy, said in a 
statement. 

He said his party, aligned with 
other opposition and dissident 
groups, will bold a major protest 
rally in Seoul Saturday deman- 
ding a new probe of the scandal 
he claimed has implicted Roh, 
his aides and party officials. 

But Park declined to say 
whether his party would boycott 
the elections. 

In a long-awaited move, the 
governing Democratic Liberal 
Party (DLP) formally decided 
Monday to hold some local elec- 
tions later this month. They 
would be Korea’s first elections 
for local self-rule since 1961. 

The March elections are to 
form local legislatures for cities, 
counties and wards. Elections for 


larger areas, including special 
cities and provinces, are to be 
held later. Both elections origi- 
nally had been scheduled for 
May. 

The decision to hold early elec- 
tions came amid mounting public 
criticism over a real estate scan- 
dal allegedly involving top gov- 
ernment officials. Nine people, 
including a presidential aide and 
five legislators, so far have been 
arrested. 

Those arrested were charged 
with taking bribes totaling S1.4 
million in return for peddling 
influence to help a developer get 
permission to build an illegal 
housing project in a restricted 
area. 

Roh fired two cabinet minis- 
ters, reshuffled the governing 
party leadership and apologised 
on national television for the 
scandal. Criticism mounted after 
tie prosecution dosed its probe 
apparently prematurely. 


Despite adverse public opin- 
ion, Roh’s party appears to be- 
lieve that it has little to lose in tie 
local elections,- in which political 
parties cannot get directly in- 
volved. Under law, political par- 
ties cannot campaign or back 
candidates in local elections. 

Meanwhile, 50 dissidents, in- 
cluding tie Rev. Moon Ik-Hwan, 
continued their sit-in protest for 
tile fourth day Monday, deman- 
ding that Roh step down to take 
responsibility for the scandal. 

The dissidrats said they would 
launch a nationwide campaign to 
boycott the local elections. They 
proposed a nationwide allian ce to 
oust Roh. 

“We consider tie scandal an 
inevitable outcome of the dis- 
honest policies of the Roh gov- 
ernment which supports only 
chaebol or tycoons,” the dissi- 
dents said in a statement. 
Chaebol are huge business con- 
glomerates. 



No time for 
happy clothes 


MILAN (AP) - Reasson and 
the Gulf war have taken the 
spunk out of tbe fashion crowd. 
As the five-day Italian ready-to- 
wear collections for faU-witH'-r 
1991-1992 got underway, the 
mood in Milan was quiet and 
business-like. Many reporters 
and buyers decided to stay home 
this season, dissuaded from 
travelling by the _ specter of 
attacks and a shrinking company 
pocketbook. And those who did 
turn up are dressed somberly 
compared with past seasons when 
more outrageous outfits were 
seen off the runway than on, and 
gossip in the halls of the Milan 
Trade Fair, where most of the 
shows are held, concentrates 
more on war-related subjects 
than hemlines. Even the choice of 
runway music is influenced by the 
present crisis. The sexily clad 
models at Dolce and Gabbana 
marched to the tune of No Ml*tc 
W ar, No More Violence. For the 
first time people must pass 
through a metal detector before 
entering the fair grounds, and 
those attending the shows are 
asked to carry identification at all 
times. From the business angle, 
designers have already made 
plans to take trunk show to the 
buyers who opted not to come to 
Milan, as well as sending photos 
and -sketches of the collection and 
a video tape of the show. But 
when it comes to creativity there 
are two distinct schools of 
thought as how to fight the pre- 
sent slump. Some, as Akk> Pinto 
of Krizia put it io a recent inter- 
view, feel this is “no time for too 
happy clothes," while others like 
Dolce and Gabbana figure that a 
fashion pick-me-up is just what’s 
needed. 


Solo sailor breaks 
boom in race > 


PUNTA DEL ESTE, Uruguay 
(R) — English sailor Josh Hall 
broke his yacht’s boom in a 60- 
knot gale near Cape Horn but 
kept sailing in the third leg to the 
BOC challenge roand-the-world 
solo race, organisers said. Hall, at 
26 one of the youngest competi- 
tors among the' 17 yachtsmen left 
in tie 27, 000-mile race, was sail- 
ing his spirit of Ipswich over 

mountain-like waves to Punta 
Del Este, a beach resort on Uru- 
guay’s Atlantic coast. Frenchman 
Alain Gautier’s General Concore 
still led the race and was expected _ 
to reach Puma Del Este Tuesday, | 
ending tbe 7,200-mile third stage * 
that started on'Feb. 5 in Sydney. | 
Organisers said seven other parti- \ 
cipants had recently rounded the; 
cape: Hungary's Alba” Regia,: 
France's Credit Agricole IV, Ser-j 
vant IV Ecureuil, South Africa’s! 
Grinnaker, Spain’s BBV Expo 92; 
and Australia’s Jarkan. 

/ 


Police free shark 
stranded among 
sunbathers 


ST. PETERSBURG BEACH, 
Florida (AP) — A three-metre 
shark stuck on a sandbar at low 
tide initially frightened beach- . 
goers, then drew a crowd. The I 
shark was believed to be a mako, I 
rarely seen in shallow waters and \ 
known to attack people. It was ' 
seen cruising with another shark 
Friday between Pass-A-Grille 
Beach and a sandbar 16 metres 
out. Witnesses said the shark was 
trapped by low tide in tbe late 
afternoon and the waves even- 
tually pushed it onto tie beach. 
Tbe other shark made it over the 
sandbar. Police, who warned a 
crowd of about 30 onlookers to 
back off, rescued tie straiJbd 
shark by tying a rope to its tail 
and using a boat to tow it to 
deeper water. 
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Grafs father 
cleared in 
paternity suit 


FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Peter Graf, father of top- 
ranked women's tennis player 
Steffi Graf, has been cleared in a 
paternity suit filed by model 
Nicole Meissner, a newspaper has 
reported. The mass-circttiation 
newspaper Bild said court- 
ordered blood tests in the 
paternity suit proved that Peter 
Graf did not father Meissnar’s 
daughter. The case has attraSfcd 
front-page attention in German 
media and was blamed by Steffi 
Graf as affecting her concentre- - - 
non tet year whra she seeming- . £ 
ly lost her dominance over the 
women’s circuit. Peter Graf 
serves as his daughter’s manager. 

Ms- Meissner has claimed that 
her daughter was born out of a 
relationship with Peter Graf. Pe- 
ter Graf has denied that he is the 
^ r f ^ the Steffi Graf has s 
freWtie j». 1 ranking on theJ 
Vfrgnua Slims computer for & 


could lose it this week to 
Seles of Yugolsavia. 



